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St. Gregory is Living On 
Anoushavan Surpazan (center) introduces Der Torkom (left) and honors Der Nerses (right). 
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MESSAGE FROM DER TORKOM

Finally, after years of interruption we meet again, as “Illuminator” and as its 
faithful reader, a St. Gregory of Illuminator church’s son and daughter and a 
resident of the Delaware Valley.  
 
Each departure gives birth to a feeling that something is missing. When we 
miss something ordinary, a reflex happens in us regarding its value. It is true 
that times have changed and continue to change, but one thing is obvious, 
that in these changing times we need the voice of the church and its leading 
opinion more than ever.  
 
COVID-19 put its stamp on our lives, even if some of us still have difficulty 
comprehending it. The quality of human relationships has been changed. The 
traditional communicational venues gave up to the modern ones, but one 
thing still remains, that since we are physical beings, our normal and ideal 
human relationships find their fullness in physical spaces.   
 
Nevertheless, in the past couple of years the church has always been part of our lives. If for some time it was not possible 
to go to it, the church itself came to us and entered into our homes. Our Sunday Badaraks, special church services, and 
our annual events and programs marched virtually on the surfaces of our computers, creating an unseen connection 
between us and our beloved church.   
 
Then gradually the condition became better and now we have nearly returned back to a normal life, where the wheel of 
our different events and educational programs turns normally and strengthens us on the faith of our forefathers and on 
the footstool of our marvelous culture.  
 
The “Illuminator,” as in the past, today and also in the coming future will be the testimonial of what is written above, 
to become that warm dwelling place, where the doors of our community’s life’s details will be opened in front of us.  
 
On this occasion, as the new pastor of St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church of Philadelphia, I would like to 
express my joy that with a new, but a well known means, which is the “Illuminator,” a deeper connection will be 
established between you and me.  
 
I would like to remind you, that the church is our mother, the womb of our spiritual regeneration, and so how joyful 
is the heart of a mother, whose children are always around her, bringing happiness to her with their presence.  
 
I invite you, all of you, on this occasion, not only to visit your dear mother, but consider this spiritual home as yours, 
feeling yourselves at home, dwelling as an owner, and enjoying its spiritual blessings, which is abundantly distributed 
to all.  
 
 
Fr. Torkom Chorbajian  
Pastor 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTIVITIES

The Board of Trustees has had a very busy 2022. We began the year 
confronted with mask mandates and vaccine mandates that affected 
our activities. As these mandates were lifted, we were able to return 
to normal activities. For example, fellowship after Badarak was 
resumed. Board meetings were held in-person at church instead of 
being entirely virtual. Other activities, including Youth Ministry and 
Sunday School, were also held in-person. 
 
Our General Membership meeting was held in-person on February 
27. At this meeting, Der Nerses announced his retirement after more 
than 30 years of service to St. Gregory’s. As a result, the Board 
enabled the transition of Der Nerses’ retirement and the welcoming 
of Der Torkom and his family to our community. We facilitated Der 
Torkom’s move by arranging to help him find temporary housing, 
secure an automobile, and to rally the congregation to make his 
transition easier. The Board hosted a welcoming brunch for Der 
Torkom and the retirement dinner for Der Nerses. Lydia Arakelian 
and Tania Selverian led the welcoming for Der Torkom. Navigating 
around the busy schedule, the Board authorized the remodeling of 
Founder’s Hall. This effort was supervised by Lori Sarkissian. 
 
The banquet for Der Nerses’ retirement was planned by Mary Harper 
and Silva Santerian. The banquet was an evening of celebration and 
reflection. In honor of his commitment to service, the Board 
established two funds for Der Nerses’ use which are dear to his heart. 
One is a continuation of his Publication Fund and a new 
Humanitarian Fund.  
 
We were honored to host this year’s NRA conference and showcase 
our parish to the Prelacy and NRA delegates. Many thanks are 
directed to the Ladies Guild for their hospitality and assistance in 

coordinating and preparing meals and snacks. The Board resumed 
celebration of recent graduates with this year’s Graduates 
Communion Breakfast. Under the direction of Kurk Selverian, the 
Board hosted its hugely successful golf outing at Talamore Country 
Club on September 26. We worked with the 5th District police 
precinct to host its annual Faith & Blue fall festival on our lawn along 
Ridge Avenue. Mary Harper has coordinated the annual Advent 
season campaign for the Ladies Guild. 
 
The Board thanks the Ladies Guild and Men’s Club for their 
continuing fund-raising efforts despite the limitations of the past 2 
½ years. With the return to normalcy, they have held events such as 
fellowship following Badarak, the Food Festival, Blessing of the 
Grapes picnic, Carnival, and Trivia Night. 
 
From an operational standpoint, under the direction of our new 
webmaster, Veronica Babayan, we have activated and updated St. 
Gregory’s website. The Board has transitioned our financial records 
to the Cloud. This will permit parishioners to access, online, their 
membership history including donations. We have fully funded the 
Youth Ministry and the Sunday School. We have enhanced the 
beautification of the outside of our Church with flowers donated by 
a neighbor friend of our Church. Our membership committee has 
conducted a member survey in order to identify actions that could 
be taken to increase participation. The committee plans to host a 
series of “meet and greet” events to introduce Der Torkom to our 
parishioners and to solicit greater participation. 
 
We appreciate the support from our congregation and look forward 
to seeing you at Church and at our events and fundraisers 

From left to right: Noubar Yeremian, Gary Papazian, Edward Papazian, Mark Selverian, Veronica Kazandjian Babaian, Michael Injaian, Der Torkom,  
Kirk Karagelian, Lydia Arakelian, Kurk Selverian (Not Pictured: Mary Harper and Harout Aghajanian) 



The sanctuary was echoing with a 
beautiful new voice as the next 
chapter began for St. Gregory’s 
Church on Sunday, April 3rd. His 
Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Prelate of the Eastern 
Prelacy, celebrated Badarak and 
officially introduced Rev. Fr. Torkom 
Chorbajian to the St. Gregory’s 
community. 
 
In his sermon, Surpazan Hayr spoke about St. Gregory the 
Illuminator, whose feast day was celebrated this past weekend. He 
talked about the message of St. Gregory, which is that we must never 
give up our faith in God and Jesus Christ. Despite life’s difficulties, 
which are to be expected, he encouraged us to celebrate this feast in 
our daily lives, every moment, so that a serenity, peace and joy will be 
created in us - the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Surpazan Hayr said how honored and blessed he was to celebrate the 
Holy Badarak with us on this special occasion. He expressed his 
gratitude to Der Nerses for postponing his retirement and for sharing 
his wisdom, experience and vision with Der Torkom. 
 
In his closing, he offered encouraging words to Der Torkom to 
develop a new kind of leadership for the church and its organizations. 
This, he said, is how it will continue to be the church of illumination, 
illuminating the minds, souls and hearts of each and every member. 
 
Following the Badarak, approximately 150 parishioners gathered in 
Founder’s Hall for a welcome   reception for Der Torkom, Yeretzgin 
Shogher and their daughters, Gareen and Karny. The Hall was 
decorated with fresh flowers and the color green to symbolize growth, 
prosperity and a new beginning. 
 

Introduction of  
Rev. Fr. Torkom 
Chorbajian  
to our Parish

Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian
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Mike Injaian, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, began the program 
with thanking Der Nerses for his commitment to St. Gregory’s 
Church for over 30 years and for agreeing to stay on as Der Torkom 
transitions from Assistant Pastor to Pastor. He welcomed Der Torkom 
and his family saying that this was a time for new beginnings and 
opportunities at St. Gregory’s Church. 
 
Der Nerses welcomed his “junior brother, sister and family” too. He 
spoke about how the character of our parish is categorized with three 
“L’s” – Light, Love and Longevity. Light because of the positive 
attitude all parishioners bring to this church; love which permeates 
this community and is very real through how we all love and support 
each other; longevity – when you work with positive parishioners who 
love their pastor, church, community and all of its organizations, you 
cannot help but acquire that longevity. 
 
Srpazan Hayr spoke about being friends with Der Nerses for over 50 
years. He also told us that his birth name is Torkom and he was 
reluctant to have it changed when he became a priest because he 
always liked it. He is very happy that our new Der Hayr is also named 
Torkom. 
 
For the first time in Founder’s Hall, Der Torkom addressed everyone 
and thanked all for being there. He gave glory and praise to God, who 
made it possible for him to come to Philadelphia to serve St. Gregory’s 
Church and community. He extended his gratitude to Surpazan Hayr 
for appointing him as Pastor of St. Gregory’s Church and for his 
guidance and inspiration. He thanked Der Nerses for instructing him 
about our church history, community and the day-to-day 
responsibilities of being a pastor. He also thanked all 
  
those who welcomed him and his family so warmly and generously. 
They were thrilled and speechless with the love and hospitality shown 
from the community. 
 
Der Torkom continued to say that he sees himself as someone whose 
calling is to serve and share everything God has given to him and 
asked for our prayers in his new ministry. He said that a successful 
parish and community is a place where everyone in the community 
participates as one body of Christ – all of us together, with each other, 
for each other, for the glory of God. Der Torkom conveyed that he is 
very excited for this beginning and hopes that renewal becomes the 
theme of his service together with us. 
 
St. Gregory’s community is also very excited about this beginning and 
so happy to have Der Torkom as our new pastor. We look forward to 
many years of his ministry as we begin our new journey together. 
 

We would like to gratefully acknowledge the following for their 
contributions to our welcome reception: The Jirair S. & Elizabeth 
Hovnanian Family Foundation, St. Gregory’s Ladies Guild, Veronica 
Babayan, Raffi Jehanian, Bearge Miller and Kurk Selverian for 
photography and videography. 
 
All of our volunteers who helped with set up, serving and clean up: 
Anny Aghajanian, Nancy Carlin, Sosi Hovagimian, Kim Jehanian, 
Susan Jolley, Lori Sarkisian, Rita Selverian, Sona Selverian, Karine 
Shamlian, Georgine Trumpbour, Diane Vosbikian, Linda Vosbikian 
and Donna Walter 
 
Dessert and Food Donations: Nancy Carlin, Dori Keshgegian, Susan 
Jolley, Ankin Khatchadourian, Susan Pogharian, Cindy Selverian, Rita 
Selverian, Sona Selverian, Karine Shamlian and Diane Vosbikian 
Nora Babayan – for the stunning floral arrangement on the dessert 
buffet 
 
In addition, we would also like to thank all of our parishioners who 
contributed to the welcome, transition and move-in for Der Torkom 
and his family. Your love and support means so much. 
 

Tania Selverian & Lydia Arakelian  
Welcoming Committee - Co-Chairs

Welcome Der Torkom, 
Yeretzgin Shogher, Gareen 

and Karny to our  
St. Gregory’s Church 

family and to the City of 
Brotherly Love!



 
 

 
 
   

The big family of the Philadelphia Armenian community was gathered at St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Armenian Church Founders Hall on Saturday, June 4th at 5:00 pm to celebrate and honor the retirement 

of Rev. Archpriest Nerses Manoogian, who served the community for 31 years as a pastor and leader. 
More than 320 people came to show their gratitude and respect to their pastor, who for over thirty 

years shepherded them on different levels. 
 

The event was presided over by His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Prelate of 
the Eastern Prelacy, with the participation of local Armenian clergy and distinguished guests. 

The walls of the lobby leading to the hall displayed numerous pictures and memories of 
Der Nerses, featuring key events of his personal life and pastoral ministry. Different 

translations and educational booklets and publications, prepared by Der Hayr 
throughout the years for the members of the community, were also displayed on 
different tables. 
 
Kirk Karagelian, the master of ceremonies, did an outstanding job throughout the 
evening. After the Armenian and American national anthems’ singing, 
Archbishop Anoushavan did the invocation and blessed the food. Mike Injaian, 
the chairman of Board of Trustees, was invited to give a toast in honor of Der 
Nerses. Mike also shared with the guests his memories working with Der Hayr 
and wished him a happy retirement. Afterwards, Der Nerses and Yeretsgin 
Nectar were invited to cut the cake. The Vosbikian Ensemble entertained 
the guests with their enjoyable performance at different times during the 
banquet. 
 
After dinner, Armenian and English congratulatory letters were read, 

where good wishes were expressed, reminiscing fond memories of Der 
Nerses. Kurk Selverian, the vice chairman of Board of Trustees, 
thanked Der Nerses for his selfless service at St. Gregory Church 

                   DER NERSES’     

8
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and for leading the community to prosperity and making it strong. 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, he presented three gifts to Der 
Nerses, among them a special humanitarian fund, which will be under 
the direct leadership of Der Hayr to continue his charitable endeavors 
in the future. A very special video screening captured the interest of 
all the participants and generated good 
laughs. Community members praised Der 
Nerses for his contributions and 
remembered the years when they worked 
with him whether inside the Church, as 
altar servers, or as members of different 
church and sister organizations. 
 
Sally Manoogian, daughter of Der Nerses, 
shared with the guests a very personal side 
of him and presented different stories and 
anecdotes that highlighted his joyful side. 
Der Torkom Chorbajian, pastor of St. 
Gregory Armenian Church, was invited to offer his remarks. He stated 
that the community is honored to celebrate the retirement of its 
servant, who became a true shepherd and leader of the Church and 
the community, working with everyone for everyone, spearheading 
numerous initiatives, among them the vision and the project of having 
a new and beautiful hall, something that everyone was enjoying at 
that evening. He concluded that St. Gregory will always remain Der 
Nerses’ home and wished that his days will be filled with God’s 
blessing as he enters into a new phase in his life. 
 
Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Prelate, addressed the guests first, 
by going back sixty years ago, when he and Der Nerses were classmates 
at the seminary and then how years later, they worked together when 

His Eminence was still a pastor, then as a vicar and in the past few 
years as a Prelate. He commended Der Nerses’ total dedication to the 
community, working hard for the sake of the spiritual and cultural 
life of the parish, always being wherever his people are, addressing 
their needs and leading them in good and bad days. On behalf of the 

Prelacy’s Executive Council, he 
congratulated Der Hayr on his 
retirement and wished that the 
community will benefit from his 
wisdom and experience. 
 
Der Nerses was invited to convey his 
message to the guests. He 
wholeheartedly thanked everyone 
present at his retirement banquet and 
he retold the story of how he came to 
Philadelphia and became the pastor 
of St. Gregory Church. He 

remembered the leaders of the Church who he worked with, and he 
called attention to their talents and abilities in serving the Church 
alongside him. He joked that starting from Monday, he will tell 
Yeretsgin that he is at home for good. He asked the community to 
work together in the future, making sure that the Church continues 
its mission in the life of the people. Der Nerses stated that he did 
everything in his abilities to strengthen the community and to create 
an environment where everyone feels welcome to contribute. 
 
At the end, a beautiful group picture was taken (above) and another 
one was already taken by everyone’s mind and heart, cherishing this 
great memory and remembering Der Nerses’ presence and service to 
the community and the great legacy he leaves behind.  

...the community is honored to 

celebrate the retirement of its 

servant, who became a true 

shepherd and leader of the 

Church and the community...
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Armenian Christmas Service - Blessing of the WaterAdvent Tree
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HOLY WEEK
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NRA CONVENTION

INTERCOMMUNAL

Community Award Winner Noubar Megerian Community Award Winner Sandra Selverian and Family

NRA CONVENTION DELEGATES 

St. Gregory’s NRA Delegates and Board Members: (left to right) Hrant Jilozian, Raffi Jehanian, Albert 
Soltanian, Edward Papazian, Der Nerses, Anoushavan Surpazan, Der Torcom, Michael Injaian, Arthur 
Selverian, Vartan Karakelian, Aram Hovagimian 

Community Award Winner Asdghig Kazanjian 

Vartan Matiosian
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Graduates Breakfast

Saint Gregory of Datev Institute
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Altar Servers

Blessing of the Tricolor 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

On the last day of every 

month, Der Torkom gives a 

children's sermon, where he 

connects the timeless biblical 

truths to the world of our 

children through their 

language and understanding. 

He often uses various tools to 

make his message clear and 

interesting to our children.  
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ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH CHOIR 

St. Gregory’s Choir is thankful to have survived the last couple of difficult years, thanks to a few very dedicated members who braved the 
pandemic and sang every Sunday to provide comfort to those present and those who listened at home.  We thank Maral Kaloustian, Roubina 
Yeremian, Krikor Vosbikian, organist Karina Adriano, and new member, Noubar Yeremian.  Our choir members are dedicated and look forward 
to worshipping with a full complement of parishioners attending. Choir Director, Maroush Paneyan-Nigon, and organist, Karina Adriano, and 
a core of very dedicated singers, work hard to sing the Badarak in four-part harmony, and learn the weekly special sharagans (hymns), making 
each Sunday Badarak special.   
 
The choir always welcomes new members.  If you like to sing, play the piano or organ, or are just curious, please talk to Maroush, any choir 
member, or contact the office.  We assure you that your participation will be a blessing in your life.  In the past year, we were very happy to 
welcome two new members to our bass section, Noubar Yeremian and Bearge Miller.

We are unique! 

• The choir members are a kind group! 

• We enjoy singing together! 

• Our members have included pairs of sisters, 
mothers and daughters, sisters and brothers,  
husbands and wives; it’s a family thing! 

• Our members say they feel closer to God when 
they sing! 

• Singing the Badarak brings us peace 

• Members are not required to sing each week

HERE ARE SOME FAST FACTS ABOUT THE CHOIR

 If you sing or play the organ/piano, we’d love for you to join us! 
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In 2022, the Sunday school started on Sunday, 
September 11 with over 35 children. The enthusiasm of 
the teachers, children and family is heartwarming! Each 
week, Ms. Doreen during her assembly, teaches the 
children on topics taken from Der Hayr’s sermon. The 
Sunday school teachers use the We Believe curriculum 
engaging the children with fun exciting activities each 
week. Currently the children are learning the Ten 
Commandments during assembly, with real life hands-
on activities. On October 30 we celebrated Fall by going 
into church for the children’s sermon, and after, enjoying 
a craft and snacks. It has been a true pleasure watching 
families and children coming each week to Sunday 
School! We had our wonderful Christmas Pageant on 
December 11, where our Sunday School children excelled 
in their presentation and the parents were excited 
watching their children’s great performance.   
 
It is always important to know that the Church is the best 
place for your children to grow up and learn about their 
faith. We encourage our parents to bring their children 
to Sunday School as regularly as possible so that they can 
feel that the Church is their home.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
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YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT 2021-2022 

Salt and Light Youth Group provides wonderful opportunities for our youth in grades 6-12 to participate in our community and grow in their 
faith and relationships. Our Youth Group met this year every two weeks in person at the church. In addition to this, every week, prayer requests, 
phone calls, group messaging, Bible verses, prayer meetings, and encouragement were sent out to the youth to keep them connected. It was also 
great to have family prayer nights where family members were encouraged to attend virtually so that they could become connected as well. 
From that, we have seen more parental involvement and communication. Parents throughout the month reach out to me to make a phone call 
or pray with their family and/or their child throughout the year. We have also had a few new family memberships from our church (a total of 
5 young people) this year and parents and the youth have expressed an interest in serving on the altar with Der Hayr.  We also work with the 
church to post events on their email list, Facebook page, and website to share events with our church and the younger people. Parent consent 
forms were sent out along with a contact information list. This year we also received sponsorship for new sweaters with our church and youth 
group name along with a Bible verse which has been distributed. This year we also had a community service opportunity to clean up our church. 
Our youth enjoyed this experience. We cleaned up a great deal of debris at church and organized rooms where needed. This year has been both 
rewarding and inspiring!  
 

Salt and Light Youth Group currently has around 50 youth members. Typically, around 25-30  members attend each session.  For 
our outings, we have around 30 or more members attend.  

 
Youth ministry meets from September 2021-May 2022. Miss Talene also attends monthly trainings scheduled through the prelacy along with 
her own personal training each week with an Armenian mentor to grow in her teaching and leadership skills. Miss Talene also works with the 
Salt and Light prelacy program to attend meetings throughout the year and to work on curriculum and feedback. We will have various events 
throughout the summer to keep the youth connected and involved for the upcoming 2022-2023 year. Youth who are transitioning to 6th grade 
will also be invited in the summer to meet their new group and feel more comfortable come September.  
 
We are looking forward to next year! The impact that this program has made on our precious young people and their families has been such a 
blessing. We have also seen more memberships for our families at our church and plan to prepare a sign-up sheet for next year for in-church 
volunteer opportunities. Thank you for providing such a wonderful program. God bless.  
 
Talene Artinian, Youth Ministry Coordinator, Salt and Light Youth Group 
610-613-4507 
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LADIES’ GUILD OF ST. GREGORY’S 2022 ACTIVITY REPORT

St. Gregory’s Ladies’ Guild continues to support our church and provide an 
organization to women of our parish who are dedicated to work for the 
Church and enjoy coming together to support each other. 
 
After limited activity in 2020 and 2021 due to covid, thankfully 2022 started 
with return to some appearance of normalcy. 
 
On January 27, 2022 – A general membership meeting was held.  Final 
reports of the 2021 Food Festival showed it to be the most profitable Food 
Festival to date.  We are so grateful to our sponsors, the many volunteers and 
all the dedicated members that continue to support us and play an important 
part in our success.  We began planning for the National Representative 
Assembly conference to be hosted by St Gregory’s in May.  Also, planning for 
Topig Lenten Luncheon was discussed. 
 
On March 8, 2022 – A luncheon general membership meeting was held. 
 
March 20, 2022 – Topig luncheon was prepared, served and enjoyed by many.  
Although not everyone is fond of Topig, we have continued to sell out every 
year.  This confirms that many of our parishioners are grateful for the 
continuation of the Topig tradition during the Lenten season.  Grilled cheese 
sandwich platters were also prepared. 
 
On April 5, 2022 – A general membership meeting was held.  Planning for 
the National Representative Assembly conference continued.  Videos for Der 
Nerses’ Retirement were recorded. 
 
Easter Communion Breakfast for the children was prepared.  Thanks to the 
committee for continuing this tradition. 
 
On April 24, 2022 the Ladies’ Guild provided a delicious and beautifully 
presented sweet table during the April 24th Genocide commemoration 
program that was hosted at St. Gregory’s this year.   
 
May 11-14, 2022 – The Ladies’ Guild prepared and served Lunches and 
Dinners each day during the National Representative Assembly conference.  
Snacks and beverages were provided while the meetings were in progress.  On 
Friday evening a Heavy Mezze event was prepared by the Ladies’ Guild.  The 
Saturday lunch was a box lunch that some ate on site and others took with 
them as they travelled to return to their home states.  Our guests enjoyed 
their time in Philadelphia and are always anxious to return to our warm 
hospitality. 
 
On June 16, 2022 – An Executive meeting was held.  It was decided to 
proceed with the Food Festival for 2022. 
 
On June 19, 2022 – Father’s Day Luncheon was served to parishioners after 
Church services.  Thank you to the members who planned the Lunch.  As 
we are always grateful for the Mother’s Day Brunch the Men’s club prepares 
for Mother’s Day, we hope all enjoyed the Luncheon on Father’s Day. 
 
Planning started in June and continued to the end of October for the Food 
Festival held annually on the first weekend in November. This major event 
could not be successful without the women who are dedicated to give so much 
of their time during the months of September and October.  Members of our 
parish contribute and the Ladies’ Guild Executive thanks them and Der 
Torkom, the Board of Trustees, the Men’s Club, Ladies’ Guild members and 
many, many volunteers that add to our team.   Teamwork is what made Food 
Festival 2022 a success. 

Brunch during fellowship hour after Church services continues.  Many thanks 
to the Altar Guild who provide a break to the Ladies’ Guild members during 
the summer months. 
 
The Ladies’ Guild continues support of 5 Orphans through the Prelacy 
program and also continue to support the Prelacy Raffle and Posh Raffle. 
 
It is important to note here sadly, that this year we lost one of our dedicated 
ladies, Asdghig Kazanjian, who always supported us and was one of the pillars 
of our Ladies Guild. Following here funeral services, the Ladies Guild 
prepared the hokejash-mercy meal for over 200 people, for the soul of the 
late Asdghig. Asdvadz hokeen loosavre. She will be dearly missed.  
 
The Ladies’ Guild has always been a mainstay of St. Gregory’s Church.  From 
the mid 1940’s to the present we have been fortunate to have dedicated 
women that have kept the mission of the Ladies’ Guild alive.  In many of 
those years, I can remember the current incumbent executives lamenting 
about who will continue the tradition and thinking young people are not 
interested in continuing the organization.  But by the Grace of God, each 
generation comes forward with continuation of old traditions and bring along 
with them some new ideas.  It is the youth we are counting on once again to 
join us and learn our traditions and bring along some new thoughts.  We are 
encouraged by some of the young women who have joined us this year and 
we hope that many more will be able to find time in their schedule to give to 
the Ladies’ Guild. Our goal is a new generation of dedicated members willing 
to work to keep the Ladies’ Guild a vital Church organization.  We are an 
organization that is dedicated to our Church and to the friendship of our 
members.  Please consider joining us.  
 
One of the projects we are working on is a history of the Ladies’ Guild.  We 
are looking for any information about past executives, past members, past 
projects.  If you have any stories or photos to share, please send them to 
ladiesguild@aol.com or share the written stories and photos with any 
executive member. 
 
Our thanks and our love to each of you who support the Ladies’ Guild in 
any way. 
 
Rosely Stronski 
 
 

St. Gregory’s Ladies’ Guild Executive Members: 
Rosely Stronski, Mari Degirmenci, Nancy Carlin,  
Georgette Kazanjian, Elizabeth Pilbosian, Ashkhen Setrakian 
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MEN’S CLUB OF ST. GREGORY’S 2022 UPDATE

Before we get into a list of what the Men’s Club has been doing, let’s 
start with this - if you are a male over the age of 18 and attend or are 
a member of our church, you are eligible to be in the Men’s Club of 
St. Gregory’s.  There are meetings held once a month (usually) with 
dinner provided for a nominal cost. There are no dues and no hazing.  
We generally wrap-up our Men’s Club business within an hour and 
play cards or tavloo the rest of the night.  The Men’s Club provides a 
low-key way to bond with fellow church parishioners while helping 
the church in any way we can and raising money to cover the church’s 
operating expenses.  If anyone is interested in coming out to a meeting 
or being involved with the Men’s Club, please contact the Men’s Club 
chairman, Arthur Selverian at Arthur@Selverian.com. 
 
Enough of the sales pitch, let’s see what has been accomplished 
recently: 
• Grape Blessing Picnic - the Men’s Club prepared served 

approximately 100 shish kebob and chicken kebob platters for 
parishioners after church services  

• 300 Club Drawings - the first two quarterly drawings have been 
completed and the winners include: 

• Carnival - in typical fashion, it rained a lot during our carnival 
week, but we were still able to raise some money from this event 

• Clean-up day at St. Gregory’s on 5/7/22 - prior to the NRA 
conference at St. Gregory’s, Men’s Club members cleaned up the 
outside of the church and made it look nice prior to the arrival of 
the NRA attendees 

• Mother’s Day Breakfast on 5/8/22 (sponsored by the Zeibari 
family) - Men’s Club members prepared breakfast for all the 
church’s mothers and parishioners and raised funds for Lebanon 

• Trivia Night in 2023 - after a two-year hiatus, the St. Gregory’s 
trivia night is back!  Featuring a delicious dinner prepared by the 
Men’s Club and a night filled with challenging trivia questions on 
a variety of subjects, trivia night has become the bargain 
entertainment event of the year.  Come out and join the fun!   

• Food Festival Kebab Preparation 11/2/22 - the Men’s Club is 
always looking for volunteers to cube lamb and prepare the luleh 
kebab for the Ladies Guild Food Festival.   

• Other fundraisers - other fundraising activities that take place 
throughout the year include Hye Picks, Football Mania, March 
Madness Box Pool, and the Super Bowl Box Pool  

If you fit the criteria listed above, please feel free to come out and join the Men’s Club.   
New members and fresh ideas are always welcomed.   
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NEW MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

2022 marked a year of new beginnings at St. Gregory’s Church as we welcomed Der Torkom Chorbajian to the St. Gregory’s Church parish.  
With Der Torkom’s arrival and the emergence from the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Trustees felt the timing was right to form a new 
Membership Committee to help increase membership, parishioner engagement, and church involvement.    
 
We began by distributing a church survey to gain a better 
understanding of parishioner needs and overall church 
experience.  The electronic survey was sent via e-mail to 
parishioners.  They also had the opportunity to complete 
the survey at church through iPads.  We wanted to find 
out information, such as how often parishioners attend 
church and what religious and cultural events are of 
interest to them. In addition, we also wanted to 
understand the reasons for not attending church and 
if/how we can improve the church experience to make it 
more fulfilling.  The survey was a great opportunity for 
our parishioners to express their views candidly and offer 
suggestions.   
 
Thank you to all those who took part in the survey.  Your 
feedback was greatly appreciated and will be very helpful 
in future plans for our church. 
 
Next, we are initiating a series of Meet & Greets with Der 
Torkom in various geographic areas where our 
parishioners reside.  The purpose of these events is to 
provide an opportunity to informally meet and get to 
know Der Torkom in a casual setting as well as Der 
Torkom to meet those from our congregation.  We kicked 
off our first Meet & Greet in South Jersey on Sunday, 
October 23, 2022 at Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine 
Bar in Marlton, NJ.  Along with Der Torkom, Yeretsgin and their children, Gareen and Karny were in attendance.  Through the help of our 
congregation, we look forward to continuing these Meet & Greets in (the) Philadelphia and the surrounding counties. 
 
If you are interested in hosting a Meet & Greet in your area or would be interested in being part of the Membership Committee, please contact 
Veronica Babayan (vkbabayan@msn.com) or Lydia Arakelian (Lydiaba3@comcast.net) for details. 
 
 

 
St. Gregory’s Church Membership Committee 

 
Rev. Fr. Torkom Chorbajian 

Mike Injaian – Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Kurk D. Selverian – Vice Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Mark Selverian – Treasurer, Board of Trustees 
Lydia Arakelian, Veronica Babayan – Advisors, Board of Trustees 
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HAIGAZIAN ARMENIAN SCHOOL REPORT

The motto of the Haigazian School that works under the auspices of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church and the patronage of ANEC, has the 
mission preparing the ideal, patriotic Armenian, who is a good and 
respectable American citizen and also a respectable Armenian who 
learns his language, culture, history, traditions and supports his 
fatherland and keeps Ararat in his heart and becomes tomorrow’s 
Armenian Leader. 
 

Haigazian Armenian School classes are held on Sundays, at  
the St. Gregory Church, from 12:30 to 2:30 pm. 

 
The Haigazian Armenian School is under the jurisdiction of the 
Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) but it is governed 
by the local Educational Committee. The Local Committee is made 
up of representatives from Ardemis and Ani Chapters of the Armenian 
Relief Society (ARS) and two representatives from the St. Gregory’s 
Church and the Der Hayr. The teaching staff includes three teachers 
and one volunteer teacher’s aide.  The age of the students ranges from 
3 to 13.  
 
In September, the School started with 17 students and now has 31 
students. The beginning of 2022, Mrs. Anoush and Mrs. Nayiri 
participated in the ANEC Zoom classes. 
 
This year parallel to their reading and writing Armenian lessons, our 
students once a month are learning to draw with Vahe Ashodian, 
Armenian line dances by Maria Arzoumanian, Armenian History by 
Nayiri Aghajanian Balanian, Religion by Der Torkom Chorbajian.  
Manuel Ishkhanian was a guest speaker, who spoke about Armenian 
acting and movies. 
 
In February 2022, Haigazian School students learned about Saint 
Vartan and His warriors. They learned about Paregentan and had a 
small costume party.  
 
On Sunday, March 20, 2022 students had a Fun Cooking Class 
making pizza and Armenian alphabet cookies, at the same time they 
learned the names of the ingredients in Armenian 
 
They participated in the ARS Essay Competition. Students 
participated in the Communion Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt, 
together with the Sunday School Students. The 2021-2022 school 
year ended with a successful and unique Hantes dedicated to the 
“Armenian Diaspora” on May 22th. During the Hantes, funds were 
raised for the Haigazian Armenian School from donations. There were 
more than 100 people in attendance. 
 
September 11, 2022 was the First Day of school.  Grandparents Day 
was celebrated.  Parents and Board of Haigazian school had a meeting 
to discuss the coming new school year. On September 18, Armenian 
school and the Sunday school students attended church, for Teacher 
Dedication Sunday. 
 

Armenian Educational Committee of Philadelphia

January 2022 - December 2022

On September 25, 2022 the students celebrated Armenia’s 2nd 
Independence Day by a parade, carrying the Armenian tricolor and 
singing the Armenian National Anthem.  Later they had a pizza party. 
 
On October 16, 2022, Haigazian School students studied Armenian 
History wearing crowns, because they were all kings, queens, princes 
and princesses. They learned the borders of Armenia by dancing. 
HAIG NAHABED TOUGHT US THAT ARMENIANS ARE 
FREEDOM LOVING PEOPLE. They celebrated the 2804th 
birthday of our capital city YEREVAN/EREPUNI. Each student got 
the birth certificate of Yerevan/Erepuni. 
 
October 30th was a unique and fun day for Haigazian school 
students.  The Sunday started by students entering church together 
with Sunday School students.  They attended and listened to Der 
Torkom’s special sermon dedicated to family. 
 
The final event of 2022 was the “Breakfast with Santa”, which took 
place at the church hall on December 17, 2022. Traditional Armenian 
and American breakfast menu was prepared and donated by the ladies 
of the Haigazian Armenian School community & enjoyed by the 
attendees. Haigazian School students performed Armenian songs and 
danced with Santa. All attending students enjoyed Santa’s visit and 
presents. We gathered support for the Haigazian School. 
 
We appreciate our teachers, teacher’s aide, students, Education 
Committee members, parents, Der Hayr, Ladies Guild and the 
community members, who are committed and continue to support 
our school. 
 
A special thanks goes to St. Gregory Church Board of Trustees who 
always encourages and help the school. We look forward to a 
successful rest of the school year. 
 
Respectfully, 
Nayiri Aghajanian Balanian 
The Chairperson of The Haigazian Board 
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CHURCH ETIQUETTE

Cellphones and Electronics 
Please turn off cellphones and electronics before entering the Church. 
 
Dress Code 
Modesty and neatness are encouraged.  
Children- No shorts except for the very young.    
Women- No tank tops, no dresses with only shoulder straps. No low-
cut tops, no short shorts, no skintight dresses, and no jeans.   
Men-Dress in respectable manner. Shirts should be buttoned. No 
shorts and no jeans.  
A quintessential question is why we should wear nice clothing to 
church. There are several reasons. (1) In the sanctuary, we will be in 
the presence of our Lord and His sacrament. We will collectively 
witness the holiest drama, the sacrifice of our Lord and will partake 
from His broken body as a source for our spiritual nourishment and 
sustenance. (2) A deeper meaning and holier purpose in wearing nice 
attire is that in the presence of our maker, we need to cover our sinful 
bodies as much as we can. (3) Parishioners in the pews constitute the 
community of faith through whom and for whom the mystery of 
sacrifice is unfolded. The parishioners are the body of Christ. As a 
result, parishioners should be on their best appearance. They are not 
spectators sitting in the pews but are the sacrament. As a result, 
respect yourselves. Wear your best clothing and show the best of 
yourself. 
 
Entering Church 
• Please strive to arrive on time. If late, enter Church quietly. 
• Face the altar, cross yourself as you enter. 
• Ask an usher if you need assistance. 
• No pets in Church Sanctuary or Narthex except for service animals. 
 
Lighting Candles 
Pick up candles at the entrance to be used for offering prayers. 
Donations for candles are an expression of our appreciation for God’s 
blessings and grace. Light the candles in the back of the Church and 
pray. 
 
Standing and Sitting 
The standing and sitting sequences are contained in the Devine 
Liturgy Book and are shown on the electronic page display. 
 

Manners During Services 
• It is inappropriate to talk in church during services.  
• Do not cross your legs when sitting. 
• Place your feet flat on the floor.  
• Concentration on the service should form our main concern. Heads 

turned to look for friends, and other similar distractive motions are 
bad manners in Church. 

• No food or drink in Church. Also, do not chew gum. 
 
Confessional and Taking Communion 
Prior to taking communion is the confessional during which the 
deacon kneels down and does the confessional. Following the 
confessional, the celebrant gives the absolution to those who will take 
communion. Without participating in the confessional, one cannot 
receive communion. 
 
Taking communion is not a religious luxury offered on special 
occasions or feast days only. All of the faithful who participate in 
confession are entitled to receive communion on every Sunday, or 
when Badarak is celebrated, if so desired. To take communion means 
to communicate with the Lord (through His Body and Blood) and 
with His Church.  
 
Fasting before taking communion, starting from that morning, is 
recommended, unless health considerations and medication dictate 
otherwise. 
 
Head covering for women taking communion is optional. 
 
Leaving Church 
• Your departure should be as reverential and as orderly as your 

entrance. 
• Do not rush out from your seats in disorder causing congestion. 
• Cross yourself as you leave. 
 
Taking Mahs 
Following the services, “Mahs” or holy bread is distributed. Mahs is 
unleavened bread which is shared among worshippers. The Mahs 
proclaims faith among parishioners and readiness of forming a 
desired brotherhood within the Church. While being considerate of 
others at Church, it is appropriate to take Mahs home for family 
members who were unable to attend. 
 

As we approach normal activities emerging from the pandemic and we see increased attendance at Church, we should 

be reminded of basic guidelines and manners when celebrating Badarak.

Note:  This summary was prepared based on information contained in Church Proper Attire by Archpriest Nerses Manoogian, Basic Rules 
and Manners in the Armenian Apostolic Church by Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian, Church Etiquette prepared by St. James Armenian Apostolic 
Church in Evanston Illinois, Church Etiquette prepared by St. Sarkis Armenian Orthodox Church in Dallas Texas, and The Divine Liturgy 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church by Father K. Yaralian. 



8701 Ridge Avenue  
Philadelphia, PA 19128 

The St. Gregory Church website was introduced online in 2014, with extensive 
additions in 2016.  The purpose of the website is to act as a centralized source for 
the following: 
• Provide information on news and events 
• Educate about the Armenian religion, history, and traditions 
• Encourage stewardship, volunteering, and joining church-related organizations 
• Document and archive information 
• Promote the usage and rental of the church halls and property 
• Encourage donations 

The website lay dormant for several years until 2020 when work began to rejuvenate it.  A number of modifications have since occurred to the site, 
including: 
• Updates on the Home page with new images; the inclusion of the annual Armenian Religious Calendar; and a robust listing of upcoming events, 

announcements, and news 
• Modifications to the following web pages: 

- Church History – the addition of recent Board of Trustees and National Representative Assembly delegates 
- Meet the Pastor – highlighting our new priest, Der Torkom Chorbajian 
- Founders Hall – new images and highlights for Founders Hall and Terhanian Hall rentals  
- Board of Trustees – current Trustees added 
- National Representatives Assembly Delegates – current Delegates added 
- Altar Guild – Der Torkom’s name added 
- Choir – Choir Director and Organist’s bios, new images, and information updated / added 
- Ladies’ Guild – contacts, information, and images updated 
- Men’s Club – contacts and information updated 
- Seroonian Community Center – contacts and images updated 
- Sunday School – teachers, information, school calendar, and registration form updated 
- Haigazian Armenian School – teachers, information, and registration form updated 
- Calendar – featuring all upcoming and past events (including images and recaps) 
- Contact Us – church contact details updated 

• The Former Pastors web page was added – featuring our former pastors and their images 
• Salt and Light Youth Ministry features have been added 
 
Veronica Kazandjian Babayan 

Since data began 

being collected in 

the Spring of 2022, 

the website has had 

nearly 5,000 new 

users/visitors. 

Updates to www.saintgregory-philly.org


