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I

t was not that long ago. We experienced an event that was fifty years in the making as our Church
community celebrated the 50th Anniversary of Saint Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic
Church in our present location. Half a century in the same place, but we did grow.

The two-day celebration was quite an important event in our Church history. Our culture today looks
for real-time, instant, short and quick. We were able to look back over many years and congratulate
the Philadelphia community about how we kept our identity, our culture, our religion over a long, and
tumultuous times. We kept our focus on our Church. We made it grow, expand, and all the while
never forgetting who helped us get here.
There were so many moments to celebrate over the two days in October. Can anyone forget the party
aspect? Seeing old friends, some we have not seen in a while, listening to our music, old and modern
by those we have heard and those we are listening to now. And watching the rings shine in the dark.
Then, the festivities came to a halt when a slide show came on the big screen showing those in the Hall
of Fame. There was an aura of excitement showing who was there and who was next, just a buzz in the
room that will always be remembered. When it was over, most of us thought back to who else was part
of this evening, even if just a memory. It made everyone feel good.
At the banquet many deserving parishioners were honored for their service. That was nice, but nicer
in that the committee worked their magic in getting everyone in the same room. We were one family
at one table.

St. Gregory The Illuminator
Armenian Apostolic Church
8701 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Tel.: 215 482 9200
Fax.: 215 482 7460
Email: stgregphil@aol.com
All Rights Reserved

There was a reach-back in time. A reestablishment of what our Church meant to us in our hearts and
minds. Now, as was said at the introduction, we need to think about how to keep the spirit of the
evening going into the future. Our organizations looked back at what our ancestors accomplished.
They came and built a new life and built a Church. How did they do it? By the strength of their spirit.
We honored the past, we honored the present, and need to look to the future. How? By following
at the example they set. And the weekend allowed us to look back and look forward. Our challenge
is to chart the extended course.
I look forward to what we will do at the 75th Anniversary.

We are grateful to our Steering Committee
Rev. Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Pastor
Lydia Arakelian, Co-Chairwoman
Lucinda Stamboulian, Co-Chariwoman
Karolyn Chebookjian
Dorothy Hanamirian
Mary Harper
Karen Jehanian
Noubar Megerian
Elizabeth Pilbosian
Karine Shamlian
Rosely Stronski
Georgine Trumpbour
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Prelate’s I
Meage

n the message delivered by our Oshagan Surpazan he reminded us that a
consecration, and this one, has a history behind it. The 50th Anniversary
represents a vision of those who came before us and built a Church and a
community.
We celebrated our 50th Anniversary at our present location. It is a celebration, and it
is also a thank you to those who came before us. We should try to remember what
was given to us, and think about what might have occurred without their effort,
sacrifice, and passion.
The message was if we did not build a Church, there would be no community,
nor a nation in this country.
Our grandparents, parents succeeded in their dream. Our celebration was
part of a renewal, not just touching the old. It is a challenge of how to
make a vibrant and alive community.
There was a sense of service. That is what was rendered to us. Now,
we celebrate it.
The charge to us from Surpazan is for our community to be here,
participate, and take action.
He asks us to love our Church, and love our God. Love and faith
were brought here. Work on that, and make it living.
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OUR MUSICIANS

SHINE BRIGHT RING FUNDRAISER
Thank you to all those who purchased rings in support of
our Shine Bright Fundraiser at Saturday’s Golden Evening
Celebration. We would also like to extend a very special
thank you to Hagop and Aida Dakessian who took us by
surprise with their very generous and spontaneous donation
of $1,000 for all those in attendance to receive a ring.
We are happy to report that this fundraiser raised $3,000
which was allocated to three funds for our future – Sunday
School, Youth Ministry and Der Hyr’s Charity Fund.
Our deepest appreciation goes to Mary Harper and Dorothy
Hanamirian for the fundraiser concept, ring donations and
display. We would also like to thank Lia Arakelian, Dorothy
Hanamirian, Kristen Santerian, Silva Santerian and Georgine Trumpbour for enthusiastically selling the rings and Marge Der
Garabedian for the beautiful “50” sign.

May St. Gregory’s continue to ine bright into e futu!
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Our Hall of Fame Members

Clergymen

• His Eminence Archbishop Hrant
Khatchadourian, Prelate†
• Rev. Archpriest Fr. Arsen Hagopian,
our first Pastor†
• Rev. Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian,
our current Pastor since 1991

1967 Fundraising, Site, Church Building
and Consecration Committees

• Yeghishe Melikian† – Godfather of our Church
• John Tokmajian† – Chairman, 1967 Board of
Trustees
• Puzant Ajderian†
• Vasken Arpajian†
• Leon Attarian†
• Albert Bagian†
• Meran Elanjian†
• Nazareth Emlikian†
• John Kerbeckian†
• Seerarpy Kurkian†
• Walter Kurkian†
• K. Cyrus Melikian†
• Asher Mikaelian†
• Victoria Mukalian†
• Krikor Pilbosian†
• Yeprad Selverian†
• Margaret Stepanian†
• Verage Tarzian†
• K. Yervant Terzian†

• Archdeacon Sarkis Zartarian†
• Archdeacon Nazareth Nazarian†
• Deacon Haroutune Kazandjian
• Deacon Vartan Karakelian

Deacons

• Betty Sadjian† – Choir Director
• Maroush Nigon – Choir Director
• Sirvart Kaloustian
• Alice Kamajian†
• Shnorhik Karakelian
• Eugenie Manauelian
• Gregory Vosbikian
• Armen Zartarian
• Rose Zartarian

Choir

Altar Guild
• Kayaneh Barzakian
• Anahid Shirozian

† Deceased

• Souren Sadjian†
• George Kamajian†
• Harry Dombalagian†
• Phil Der Philbosian†
• Marty Shelengian†
• Jack Papazian†
• Grace Keshgegian†
• Stephen Selverian
• Bill Arthin†
• Richard Selverian

Armenian School

• Esther Avedissian†
• Rose Giragosian
• Mariam Der Moushegian†
• Satenig Papazian†
• Veronica Pilbosian†
• Peruz Deirmenjian†
• Dorothy Arakelian
• Margaret Garabedian
• Rose Jehanian
• Georgette Kazanjian
• Anie Megerian
• Ani Semerjian
• Ashkhen Setrakian
• Doris Shamlian

• Sandra Selverian
• Lena Ohannesian, Ph.D.
• Asdghig Kazanjian

Noteworthy Stewards

Ladies’ Guild

• Set Ejdaharian†
• George Garabedian†
• Albert Soltanian†
• Dan Terhanian†

Men’s Club

• Paul Zakarian†
• Jeanette Nazarian†
• Nartuhi (Nora) Selverian

Sunday School
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• Ayko Chaparian†
• Queenie Bagian†

• Bedros Frounjian†
• Varoujan Gureghian
• Souren Topjian†
• Noubar Yeremian

Seroonian Community Center

Special Events, Projects and
Community Service

Generous Business and Professional
Contributors
• Dick and Richard Keshgegian/ Holiday
Cleaners
• K. Kirk Karagelian, Esq./ Carroll &
Karagelian, LLP

Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs/Benefactors
• Peter Vosbikian – QUICKIE
MANUFACTURING
CORPORATION
• Richard Stepanian – Founder, PRIMARY
ELECTRIC
• Norman Miller† – Founder, MILLER
EDGE
• Kerbeck Brothers – KERBECK AUTO
DEALERS

Cultural Contributors
• Mary Zakarian – Artist
• Sophia Chitjian – Artist
• The Fabulous Vosbikian Band (1939 –
present)

T HE I LLU M I NATO R SPE CI AL E DI TION
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The Introductions
Karen Jehanian – Mistress of Ceremonies

In her welcoming remarks Karen brought us back to life in the year 1967 when our Church was
consecrated here a half century ago. It was the building of our spiritual home. She reminded us of
what life was like, how we were, and what we sacrificed such a long time ago. The United States was
in a cultural state of flux in 1967, but for the Armenian-Americans in Philadelphia,
St. Gregory Armenian Church was a source of comfort, continuity, and stability.
Karen welcomed all, gave thanks to the Steering Committee members for what they accomplished
in organizing the 50th anniversary celebration, and asked us all to appreciate their work. She
emphasized the importance of our parishioners continuing to attend church every week and
participating in the spiritual life of our Philadelphia Armenian community.

Bill Arthin – Chairman, Board of Trustees
Your Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Reverend Archpriest Father Nerses Manoogian,
Yeretzgin Nectar, visiting clergy, parishioners, and friends of St. Gregory’s, welcome to the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church at 8701
Ridge Pike, Philadelphia, PA. This marks the celebration of our church being at this location for
five decades and I am confident that the youth will make sure we are here for many more decades.
We are also here to honor the people who made the transition from Oxford Avenue in North
Philadelphia to the current location possible and the people who have supported the church financially
and spiritually over the five decades at this location. Because of this support we have been successful
and able to grow.
About two years ago when Der Nerses and I decided to do an event to celebrate 50
years at this location, I knew it would be supported by our members. However I
would be lying if I said I expected this kind of turn out. I have to say thank you
and ask you to give yourselves a hand.
I only have three minutes, but I have to take the time to thank our two co-chairs,
Lydia Arakelian and Lucinda Stamboulian. As chairman of St. Gregory’s Board of
Trustees it is pleasure to have someone you can give a job to and not worry about the
job being completed perfectly. I am sure they are destined to be two future All Stars.
I would be remiss if I didn’t give a personal thank you to two other people. Der
Nerses who is an All Star 24/7. I have been chairman several times and it is a pleasure
working FOR HIM.
And the other person I want to thank is always behind the scenes but helps every
group here and that is our Secretary Majda Garabedian. My job would be terrible
without her.
I also want to congratulate Surpazan for his 50th anniversary in the priesthood
and Der Nerses for his 30th anniversary in the priesthood

50TH ANNIVERSARY TOAST
Please raise your glasses

Honor

to
those faith-filled
parishioners who kept the spirit of this
church and community alive

Celeation

of this weekend and
in
the blessing of being together, may we
strive to empower our young people
with faith, strong Christian values and
love so that they will go on to
our future.

Inspi

Let us, as a church family, continue to
dream big, believe big and, most
importantly, pray big.
May God bless us all.
LYDIA ARAKELIAN

Thank you and enjoy the rest of the day.
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Opening Remarks
“Today is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24
Yes, today is a day for us parishioners to be happy and proud because we all worked
very hard for the last 50 years. And because we did we are at this juncture of this
glorified jubilee year.
It was fifty years ago that a handful of dreamers realized their dreams of building
a church facility to shelter and nurture generations and perpetuate Armenian
Christian identity.
On the day of consecration, His Eminence, Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian,
the blessed memory, in his sermon challenged our community by saying: “After
the erection of the physical church structure… your real endeavors and duties
must be to lay the foundation of its spiritual, cultural and moral life.” Let the
soul of our dear Archbishop rejoice in heaven because we did meet his challenges.
This facility never remained idle but became a beehive of a big array of activities
and catered the needs of all those who chose to be part of us for the last 50 years.
Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian

As the godfather of this church, Mr. Yeghishe Melikian, the blessed memory
indicated, “Our church on this small piece of land became our Armenia.” Where our Armenian language rang through our
worship and classrooms and Armenian cultural values were amplified and promoted through many cultural events.
This was yesterday. But today and tomorrow, yesterday’s challenges will still weigh on our shoulders.
Therefore, let us all view this anniversary as an opportunity to rededicate ourselves to our church and our people. Let the new
generations mirror the commitment of previous generations and foster what has been passed to them. As with the technological
advancement our modes of operation might change, but our spirit must remain the same. This spirit alone enabled the founders
of this parish to navigate through years of hardship and triumph, and this spirit alone will enable succeeding generations to
preserve and advance our Armenian Christian legacy.
On that note, let us rejoice and celebrate our achievements and look at tomorrow with watchful eyes, always relying on God’s
compassionate guidance and heeding this call of vigilance of our Lord Jesus: “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning.”
(Luke 12:35)
Congratulations Philadelphia; you have been always a winner and am sure you will continue winning. I personally enjoyed the
ride for 26 years. I will take St. Gregory’s Church with me wherever I go.
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Certificate of Merit Recipients
Presented by: Der Nerses Manoogian
Presented to: Deacon Haroutiun and Deacon Vartan
Our first two honorees are people very
close to my heart. They are couple of
fantastic human beings whose
friendship and service I had the honor
to enjoy for the last 26 years.
I have to tell you, it is a real treat for
those of us who every Sunday morning
spend a few quality and magical
moments in my dressing room.
Between 10:15-10:30 that room is well
lit with love and friendship. It all starts
with Baron Kirkor Vosbikian walking
in and greeting me with a hearty
“Orhnetzek Der Hyr.” And the magic
enfolds hugs and kisses follow. The
honorees play a big role in this.
This Church is truly blessed for having
Deacon Vartan Karakelian, Der Nerses, Archbishop Oshagan, and Deacon Haroutiun Kazandjian
servants like the honorees who for the
last 26 years have been serving our
church with utmost loyalty and honor. Summer or winter they stand tall on the altar with their unwavering spirit and passion to
serve.
Two different personalities but both wear the same image of obedient servants of Christ and his church. Their involvement I do
take with pride and thanksgiving. I consider them not only my co-servants but my true brothers.
Before inviting them to come forward I will be remised if I do not thank their spouses who graciously share their husbands every
single Sunday with us. Thank you Maxy Kazanjian and thank you Haigoush Karakelian.
Without further due, ladies and gentlemen, let us welcome two very dedicated servants of our church, Deacon Haroutiun
Kazandjian and Deacon Vartan Karakelian.
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Certificate of Merit Recipients
Presented by:

Presented by:

Ken Nigon

Talene Yeremian
Artinian

Presented to:

Mike Injaian

Presented to:

Doreen Yeremian

I first met Mike Injaian when
he
had
just
become
superintendent of the Sunday
School and I volunteered to
be Treasurer. Mike assisted
both Der Arsen and Der
Nerses in the religious
education of St Gregory’s
children for more than 10
years. Mike took over the
Sunday School from his
cousin, Harbig Garabedian, continuing the Sunday School
classes and programs without missing a beat. Many of the
students during his tenure are here today and fondly
remember his talks during the assembly, the craft days, and
the special events such as the opening and closing picnics,
Halloween parties, Christmas programs, and the Easter Egg
hunts and, of course, the helium for the balloons. Some of
my fondest memories are of the Bible story skits where Mike
played God and I played the Devil.

It is an honor to speak about
my best friend, my mom,
Doreen Yeremian. Her love
for Jesus and her passion for
children is so contagious! I
asked a few of our Sunday
School students to share their
thoughts on Ms. Doreen and
these are some of their
responses...

Mike’s primary focus, however, was ensuring that the students
received a strong moral foundation and knowledge of the
customs of the Armenian Church. One of Mike’s best ideas
was to recruit a young choir member, Jeannette Nazarian to
teach church hymns to the students. Jeannette also taught
classes and went on to succeed Mike as Sunday School
Superintendent. Mike was very open-minded, however, even
allowing one of the teachers to have a skunk as an assistant.

“She is always so happy and loving.” (Raphael and Xavier)

“There is not one word to
describe Ms. Doreen. I can
write a book about her. You can see the love for Jesus in her
face. She is always smiling and she has a very comforting voice.
She loves us all as if we were her own. We thank God every
day for Ms. Doreen!” (Teni)
“Mrs. Doreen is the best Sunday School Director/Teacher. She is
the best because she lets me help her during each gathering and
she teaches us about the Bible on her iPad. She also lets us color.
On the first day of Sunday School she made a big ice-cream party.
We love her so much” (William and Levon)

“I love Miss Doreen.” (Lorig)
“Miss Doreen teaches us about Jesus and is so nice.” (Anna)
“Miss Doreen is always kind. She always takes everybody’s
thoughts into consideration.” (Aila)
“Mrs. Doreen is always cheerful, happy, and understands the older
kids. She volunteers her time and talks with the older children,
and not just the younger kids, about the Bible in interesting and
engaging ways. We all love and appreciate her.” (Laura)

Even after he stepped down as superintendent, Mike
continued to teach by example, serving six years on the Board
of Trustees as Treasurer.

“I love Mrs. Doreen because she is loving and happy and makes
Sunday School fun. She is a great teacher.” (Gabrielle).
It is my pleasure to give this Certificate of Merit to my mom,
Doreen Yeremian. I love you!
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Recitation

The Lamp of the Illuminator by Vahan Tekeyan
Teni Jehanian

Alex Ensenian

ENGLISH RECITATION

ARMENIAN RECITATION

In the uncountable array of stars
There is one that is ours alone.
It fixes itself over Arakadz,
Different and apart from the rest,
As if another hand hung it in secret
To give hope to Armenian eyes,
Lit it from Gregory’s light,
Filling it with tears not oil.
Just as the faithful each day
Are energized by the sight
Of the Ararat crest,
So they are strengthened at night
As the star brightens in their souls
Growing, growing into a new sunrise.
Translated by Diana Der Hovanessian

Ani Dardarian
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
“Hayreni Garod” by Ganachian
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Certificate of Merit Recipient
Presented by: Margie Tavakalian
Presented to: Dr.

Arsine Oshagan

How many people do we come in contact with during our lifetime who we can truly say
have made a significant difference and impact in our lives? Not many. But I can honestly
say that when Der Nerses asked me to introduce this person I was so proud to be the one
to introduce one of those awesome and unique people whom I have admired for a long
time.
Howard Gardner, a famous American psychologist, identified seven distinct intelligences,
which include musical-rhythmic, visual-spatial, verbal-linguistic, logical-mathematical, bodilykinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and naturalistic. We would be lucky to say that we
shine somewhat in even one of those areas. But this rare woman shines in all of them. And
what makes her even more rare is that she lovingly, passionately, and wholeheartedly shares
her talents with her community and church despite her demanding work schedule that requires
traveling around the world.
She sings every week in the choir, plays the organ when needed, and leads the choir when needed. She has been a member of the
board at St. Gregory’s, and presently is a delegate to the National Representative Assembly (NRA). She is a member of the
Armenian Relief Society (ARS), and is a guest speaker for the Armenian National Society and a supporter of the Armenian
National Committee of PA. She has served as principal of Armenian School in Australia, and most of all she unselfishly gives her
time and talent to teach adults Armenian week after week, year after year, decade after decade.
This is where I come into the picture. She changed my life in a way only she could. My mother told me about the Armenian classes
that St. Gregory Church was starting. I wasn’t really interested, but she said it was only ten weeks so I said okay. The ten weeks turned
into ten years that was a testament to her as an excellent teacher and human being. She has unbelievable patience, is humble with a
loving and caring personality, is powerful and has extraordinary relationship skills that make her unique. She possesses genuine
sincerity with heart and soul and concern for all people. She is a gift from God that St. Gregory’s is blessed to have.
I am so proud to introduce Dr. Arsine Oshagan.

12

Honoring Celeating Inspiring

50
Y E A R S

13

T HE I LLU M I NATO R SPE CI AL E DI TION

14

Honoring Celeating Inspiring

50
Y E A R S

15

T HE I LLU M INATOR SPE CI AL E DITIO N

Past, Present, Future
Honoring the Past: Stephen Selverian

Parstarshnor Surpazan Hayr, Arjanabadeev Hayrar fellow parishioners and dear friends.
Thank you Surpazan Hayr for joining us in our celebration. I am honored and
humbled to be a part of today’s program and reflect upon a few memories of the past
50 years and beyond.
Let me step back to May, 1956, when the congregation made the decision to move
out of 16th and Oxford Streets and build a new church. There was a lot of excitement
and enthusiasm. A prominent Armenian –American philanthropist, George Mardigian,
a San Francisco restaurateur, was invited to help us raise funds. A fund raising banquet
was held on January 13, 1957, in the ballroom of the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. In one
night, over $160,000 was pledged for the new church.
Excitement and activity continued. We held church services in the present-day
community center and construction for our new church began in February, 1966.
The following year, the joyous moment arrived and his Eminence Archbishop Hrant
Khatchadourian, of blessed memory, consecrated our new home of worship. A banquet
followed, attended by George Mardigian in the ballroom of the Center City Sheraton Hotel. In about a year the $500,000 cost of the
building construction was paid off.
Shortly thereafter, one of the highlights I remember was the inspirational visit of his Holiness Vehapar, Khoren I. Sandra and I were so
proud to see our son Jeffrey and his grandfather, Walter Kurkian, carry the canopy for the Processional.
Another memorable event was when his Holiness Aram I paid us a pontifical visit a couple of years ago. St Gregory’s has been blessed
to have two magnificent clergymen who guided us over the past 50 years. Starting with the kind and humble servant Archpriest Fr.
Arsen Hagopian, from before the consecration up to his retirement in 1991, followed by the equally kind, capable and compassionate
Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian. Their leadership and devotion allowed our church to grow and prosper.
The new church provided for our religious needs, but in June 2007 our parish approved a revised plan for a larger facility to accommodate
our cultural, educational and social events. Another building project and fund raising was started. At a luncheon over $400,000 was
pledged.
We added a new larger social hall, Sunday school rooms and a larger modern kitchen for our ladies. Again, within one year, the entire
$2.5 million expansion project was paid off, thanks to your generosity. I wish I could recognize all of the hard working, dedicated
individuals and organizations from the past and the present who made the last 50 years a reality. But I have limited time.
St Gregory’s has been an active vibrant community of people with numerous events. The physical structure is important but you the
people are what make a church. The programs, activities and venues you have provided make St. Gregory’s very special.
In closing, on a personal note, I want to thank my dear wife Sandra for her love and support on this journey. One of my greatest joys
in life has been to observe my children and their families become active participants in our parish and serve in numerous capacities.
Thanks to the Committee for a fabulous weekend.
Finally, I challenge each and every one of you to come to church, get active and get involved. Make the next 50 years even more
prosperous than the last 50 years.
Thank you
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Past, Present, Future
Celebrating the Present: Krikor Yeremian

When Der Hayr first shared the theme of today’s event with me, the first thing that
came to mind was something that I have been thinking of now, more than ever. It is a
great time to be part of our community. As lifelong friends progress in their careers
and begin to raise new families, I see that all is right.
There is something great about knowing someone your whole life, and now holding
their child in your hands. Life is all about making progress, and we’re seeing it happen.
We can look as far back as being students together at the Armenian Sisters Academy,
playing at the community center on Fridays, soccer or basketball practice on the
weekends, church on Sundays, Camp Datev and Camp Haiastan over the summers.
Through it all we have participated in our community’s various youth groups with all
their dances, internships, seminars, fundraisers, retreats, etc.
Through these organizations, we have made decades worth of memories together that
have positively impacted our lives and helped shape us into contributing members of
our community and society. Through years of grassroots activism and fighting for the
Armenian cause, we recognize that it is not only important to participate, but to also take action. We are making progress, and we are
just getting started.
Many of us are new parents, and with that a new generation of amos, tantigs, nenes and dedes are too, enjoying the progress of life. The
Sisters Academy, Sunday school, Meghri dance group, community center all have a bright future ahead full of kids, birthday cakes,
Halloween costumes, and smiles.
Also, we have made progress in our professional careers. We have become teachers, engineers, scientists, attorneys, entrepreneurs, artists,
doctors, consultants, pharmacists, etc.
As our children grow up, they too, will start participating in these organizations, so we continue to carry that torch, but we must also
forge new and greater paths for our kids to follow. It took time and effort for our predecessors, inch by inch, brick by brick to earn what
we have today in our community, we can’t take that for granted.
Our future high school and college graduates need greater opportunities, internships and jobs. Let us strengthen our existing networks
and create new ones to get them those opportunities. Let the future politicians, judges, Fortune 500 CEOs be Armenian. So, when the
time comes let’s give them every chance to make progress in this increasingly on demand and competitive world. Let’s set them up for
success.
So, keep participating, keep volunteering, and help in any way you can. Even if you have had a long week, or have to drive an hour each
way, just do it, you won’t regret it.
At our centennial, I want to be sitting in a larger church hall, with more parishioners…a playground somewhere on this property would
be nice too, but at the very minimum have an Armenian Sisters Academy high school. Let’s make it happen.
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Past, Present, Future
Inspiring the Future: Gianna Dekermenjian

I have been coming to church for as long as I can remember. Coming to church
and Sunday school every Sunday has shaped me into the girl I am today.
Who knew that the boys and girls I saw in church and Sunday school would be
the people whom I can now call my family and my dearest friends?
This church has given me the voice, power, strength, responsibility, and love that
you can get from no other place. From singing in the Christmas pageants to reading
speeches as I am today and that's all because of church. I wouldn't be the person I
am today if it wasn't for all my amazing teachers, mentors, and Der Hayr, who
showed me unconditional love, who taught me how to be modest, respectful to
myself and others, and who showed me the power and love that God has.
I am beyond grateful to St Gregory's Church for everything it has done for all of
us. Ten years from now I hope to see our church become stronger and stronger. I
want to see more people and of course I want to see the power of our church build a new generation and hope to see another kid
like me where I am today.

Pectives om Lydia Arakelian, Co-airwoman
Why was this event important? As Armenian Christians,
church is our foundation and an inspiration. This event was
important so we could celebrate and honor our church,
St. Gregory’s, its clergy and parishioners (past and present),
accomplishments and milestones from the past 50 years.

What was your fondest memory? My fondest memory of
the event was seeing and hearing the cheers of everyone to
the individuals pictured in the Hall of Fame video.
What did you see as the end result while you were in the
midst of organizing the event? It was important and
necessary to have a vision of what we wanted to accomplish
from the very beginning. Consequently, three words
became our event theme and goal throughout the planning
process – honor (our past), celebrate (our present) and
inspire (our future).

When we think back on the event, what do you think
people will most remember? I hope people will most
remember a very spirited weekend filled with tremendous
meaning and togetherness.
What did this event mean to you and the community?
This event was meaningful in so many ways. It was a way to
pay tribute to the many committed individuals – past and
present - who work diligently to keep our church and
community thriving. It is a reflection of the many church
and community groups and the vital roles they play. It is
also a time to remember all of the memories of being at
St. Gregory’s and the impact it has had on our lives. And
finally, we hope it serves as a source of renewal for the future.
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Anything else you want to say about the event? The
event was highly successful thanks to the generosity, talents
and support of our entire church community. My sincere
gratitude and appreciation goes to Der Hyr, our committee
members, contributors and volunteers whose dedication
and hard work made our event a success.
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Remembrances

Jack Hagopian – Remembering Der Arsen
In telling the story of how he remembers his father, Archpriest
Fr. Arsen Hagopian, Jack Hagopian, Sr., brought back to our minds
what is was like for Der Arsen when he first looked at this beautiful
new church. Der Arsen, who served as pastor of St. Gregory’s from
1955 to 1990, had worked tirelessly to guide the congregation
toward the goal of building a new church and by doing so was
instrumental in making St. Gregory’s the flourishing parish
it is today. He recalled that Der Arsen brought him to
Church upon returning from Vietnam to thank God for
his safe return.
The guiding principle for Der Arsen was that
we are all a family. Der Nerses has continued
his work and expanded the Church family.
Jack, who along with his son, Jack Hagopian,
Jr., served as photographer and videographer
of the 50th anniversary event, thoughtfully
and emotionally expressed how fortunate the Philadelphia community
has been to have had two Der Hayr’s who have so faithfully served the
parishioners of St. Gregory’s.

m
Susan Der Vartanian Mouradian
My father, Hagop Der Vartanian, was the carpenter who restored the house (today's community center) when the building was
purchased in the early 1960's. He also built the alter that was used in the chapel (first floor of the house) as we transitioned from
the 16th and Oxford Church to our new current location. My Dad died in January 1965 before he saw the completion of the
new church.
Also, my Grandparents Setrak and Soghome Derderian were the caretakers of the 16th and Oxford Church in the 1920's.
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Eagle of the Prelacy Medal Recipient
Presented by: Glenn

Papazian
Presented to: Noubar Yeremian

The Eagle of the Prelacy Medal is given to a parishioner who shines with his exceptional service
to his Church and to the Prelacy.
I have the privilege of introducing a man that I have worked with in many different organizations,
many different aspects, and many different roles. Each time I have found him to be a person who puts
his heart, soul, energy, and passion into everything he does. You get the reassurance that the job would
be done and done well. He greets each person and each task with a smile, earning your admiration
and respect. You want to work with him.
I speak of Noubar Yeremian.
He came to this country. Started a family and a business. All the while he always remembered
his community and his Church.
I felt fortunate to serve on the Board of Trustees with Noubar. I was Chairman, and he agreed to
lead the Maintenance Committee. That was my weak point, but having Noubar in charge made
Maintenance a strength. He would know what to do, how to strategize, and how to deal with
the people involved. He was needed, and he fulfilled the expectation.
For Homenetmen we took the boys to play in regional games.
I see Noubar at the Community Center. He is there early and stays late, doing what needs to be done on Friday nights.
He is there at New Year's Eve, working and more importantly, making everyone feel welcome.
Everything I described about Noubar, others will concur because they have the same interactions with him. Here, in Canada, in
Lebanon. The reaction is always the same. It tells you that these are his values and very much a part of his character.
Noubar is more than a doer. He is very much a visionary. If he sees something where he can have a positive effect, he will offer his
help. Be it at the Prelacy, the Church, the Community Center for doors, gates, or stained glass windows; he is there. And the work is
beautiful.
He has been a great ambassador from Philadelphia and Saint Gregory's to the Armenian world.
This honor given to him is well earned and well deserved.
I introduce an Armenian, a Philadelphian, a member of Saint Gregory's, a friend, and now an Eagle of the Prelacy - Noubar Yeremian.
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St. Mesrob MashdotzMedal Recipient
Maral Kaloustian
Presented to: Maroush Paneyan Nigon
Presented by:

The St. Mesrob Mashdotz Medal is given by the Catholicos upon the recommendation of the Prelate, to a
parishioner who promotes heavily Armenian cultural values like literature, music, painting, etc.
It is my pleasure and honor to introduce recipient of the Saint Mesrob Mashdots award to our
choir director Maroush Paneyan Nigon.
She is Nevart and Hratch Paneyan’s daughter, a loving wife to Ken, a proud mom and, she is and
has been our committed choir director for over 30 years.
We are fortunate the Paneyan family settled in our community back in the early 70's, having left
Cairo in search of a better life. Since her musical talent was apparent at an early age, it was natural
for Maroush to join the choir in her newly found community.
She quickly became one of the star soloists of the choir and under the watchful eye of our then
choir director Betty Sadjian, who recognized her extraordinary talent and ability, helped guide
her to becoming the dedicated and devoted choir director she is today.
Throughout the years, Maroush's exceptional talent as a soloist has graced many concert stages,
it’s not surprising that when the Prelacy established the annual Musical Armenia concerts back in
‘82 to promote young artists, she was one of the first participants.
She helped establish and conducted the Sharagan Choir where sacred hymns from our rich
liturgical heritage were performed.
Under her leadership, a full Badarak was performed by our own children’s choir. Her extensive musical experience has also benefited
our Prelacy on many projects over the years.
Maroush, your experience teaching music for over 20 years at the Armenian Sister's Academy has not exhausted your patience! You
continue to be one of the most patient and diligent people I know. Whether it's going through the Der Takavoryats for each week or
reviewing various holiday sharagans, you take great care in every explanation and are always respectful and even tempered. Your musical
skills, knowledge and professional manner is unsurpassed.
Thank you. We honor you today for your dedication and for your love of our music. You have added a great deal to our community
and have made a profound impact with your talents as a soloist and as our choir director.
I'm confident your faithful service and commitment to our musical heritage as it was handed down to us by our church forefathers, has
and will continue to perpetuate for future generations.
Permit me to close with one of my favorite quotes by Leo Buscaglia:

Your talent is God's gift to you. What you do with it is your gift back to God.
You have done well with your gift from God and have been an inspiration to the choir and to our church family....
Srpazan Hayr, I present to you Maroush Paneyan Nigon, to receive the Mesrob Mashdots Award.
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Acknowledgements & Thank You’s
Special Acknowledgements

Additional Thank You’s

We gratefully acknowledge the following parishioners and
friends for their time, talents and gifts.

We would also like to gratefully acknowledge the following
individuals whose support helped make our 50th
Anniversary Weekend a huge success. Thank you for time
and graciously lending a helping hand.

★ The Vosbikian Band
★ Peter Hovnanian - Master of Ceremonies,
Saturday Golden Evening Celebration
★ Phil Magee - Blake Florists and Decorators
★ Majda Garabedian - Church Administration
★ Jack Hagopian, Sr. - Photography and Video
★ Jack Hagopian, Jr. - Photography and Video
★ Anthony Deese - Musical Entertainment
★ Anto Vartanian - Musical Entertainment
★ Rich and Connie Shelengian - Musical Entertainment
★ Richard and Dori Keshgegian - Holiday Cleaners
★ Monica Whitcomb - Sun-Ni Cheese Company
★ Jacques and Zarouhi Derderian - Altar flowers

Saturday Golden Evening Celebration
Bar
Niki Arakelian
Arthur Selverian
Richard Chebookjian Gregory Selverian
Rich Keshgegian
Kurk Selverian
Jon Sarkisian
Mark Selverian
Decorating
Theresa Hovnanian
Food Preparation
Arman Shahikian

Special Recognition
Der Arsen Hagopian (Our First Pastor)
Yeghishe Melikian (Godfather of the Church)
Harry Selverian (Church Architect)

Sunday Golden Anniversary Banquet
A big thank you to all those who jumped in on Sunday
morning to help set up for the Banquet. We could not
have done it without you!

Junior Committee Members
Jocelyn Hanamirian
Niki Arakelian II
Katrina Selverian
Food Donations
Mari Degirmenci
Asdghig Kazanjian
Dori Keshgegian

Silva Santerian
Ashkhen Setrakian
Karine Shamlian

50th Anniversary Additional Donations
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Kamajian
Hagop and Aida Dakessian
Mr. and Mrs. Armen Karamanian & Family
Harry and Mary Injaian in honor of Mike Injaian
Joanne and John Ejdaharian
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lescas
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Thank You to Our Sponsors
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