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ORDINATION - DEDICATED TO THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY
A month after the celebration of the jubilee
year of our church, it was very gratifying to witness the
ordination of ten young men of our church. This was a
hope-generating day for all of us because it attested to
our determination to keep our church alive and thriving.
We raise our prayers to our Heavenly Father,

asking Him to nurture these acolytes, Sub-Deacon and
Stole-Bearer with His life-generating grace and wisdom.
And to us, the leaders, may He grant ample patience,
vigor and foresight to be able to continue taking care of
His house.

Standing LR: Adam Hox, Haig Shirozian, Armen Shirozian, John Kakoyan, Tomas Karakelian,
Xavier Yeremian, Joseph Barton, Haig Shamlian and Alexandre Dardarian. Seated LR: Deacon
Vartan Karakelian, Deacon Haroutiun Kazandjian, His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian,
ordaining Bishop, Archpriest Nerses Manoogian, Pastor, Sub Deacon Hovig Chapanian and
Stole Bearer Kevork Artinian.
More pictures on pages 6-7

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARISHIONERS
The Board of Trustees would like to reach out to
everyone to provide an update. We had a very successful Food Bazaar presented by our Ladies’ Guild. Once
again everything was top-rate. We also had the celebration for the 50th anniversary of Saint Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church at 8701 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 19128, and we also acknowledged our past and present all stars This was a very
successful two-day event that was attended by over 650
people. It is a testament to the pride that people of our
parish continue to display. If you were unable to attend
either Saturday or Sunday, you can share in the event
by getting a DVD of the highlights. There will also be a
special edition of the Illuminator coming out with details
of the event.
We recently made an error and sent out a letter
to the entire congregation regarding the payment of
dues. This letter was not supposed to go out to our entire congregation and I would like to apologize for the
error and I would also like to apologize to the folks that
were upset by this letter. It was a regrettable mistake.
Bill Arthin
BOT Chairman

REMINDERS TO OUR PARISHIONERS

The 2018 dues envelopes are already
displayed in the narthex. Please stop
by and pick up your envelopes
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Նոր Տարուայ Հետ Կապուած Տեղեկութիւններ
Armenian information regarding new year
Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian

In the Armenian calendar, New Year, which comes
before Armenian Christmas, has two other names, AHMANOR (which is made of two words, Ahm, which in
classical Armenian means year, and Nor, which means
new). Armenians use as well the word GAGHANT,
which is a Latin word (Kalandaa) meaning the first day
of the month. In the pre-Christian era, Armenians celeՆախաքրիստոնէական շրջանին հայերու նոր brated the New Year on August 1 and called it Navasart.
տարին Օգոստոսի սկիզբն էր եւ կը կոչուէր (FYI Armenians had their own 12-month calendar and
the first month was Navasart.)
Նաւասարդ։
Նոր Տարին, որ հայերուս համար կու գայ Սուրբ
Ծննդեան Տօնէն առաջ, կը կոչուի նաեւ Ամանոր
(Ամ, գրաբար կը նշանակէ տարի), ինչպէս նաեւ
Կաղանդ որ առնուած է լատիներէն Kalandaa
բառէն որ կը նշանակէ ամսագլխի օր։

Նոր Տարին յատկանշական է նաեւ իր տօնածա ռով զոր Արեւելքի հայերս կը կոչենք Կաղանդի
Ծառ։ Արեւմտեան երկիրներու մէջ նոյն սովորութիւնը կայ բայց մէկ տարբերութեամբ որ անոնք
կաղանդի ծառին կ՚ըսեն «Christmas Tree» որովհետեւ անոնք Ս. Ծնունդը կը տօնեն Դեկտեմբեր 25ին։

With the New Year comes as well the tradition of decorating a tree, which now in the US we call a Christmas
tree. However, Armenians call it GHAGHANTI DZAR
or DONADZAR because for us Armenians New Year
comes before Christmas.

In these New Year/ Christmas festivities of course,
there is a great place for a festive and magical man
called Santa Claus, whom the Armenians call
GHAGHANT BABA (New Year Father) or TZMER BABI
Նոր Տարուան ուրախ հանդիսութիւններու մէջ (Winter Father).
անշուշտ մեծ տեղ կը գրաւէ Կաղանդ Պապան
կամ «Ձմեռ Պապին», ի տարբերութիւն Արեւմըտ - Did you know that the name Santa Claus is derived from
եան ազգերուն որոնք նոյնը կը կոչեն «Սանթա Saint Nicholas, who was a fourth-century Church Father
Քլոզ» որ կը նշանակէ Ս. Նիկողայոս, որ չորրորդ well-known for helping impoverished people? One parդարու եկեղեցական հայր մըն էր որ նիւթապէս ticular story that circulated about him was that there was
a very poor young girl in the village who did not have
կ՚օգնէր ամուրի աղջիկներուն որ կարենան օժիտ
the means to prepare her dowry to be able to marry. One
պատրաստել ամուսնանալու համար։ Կը պատ- winter night, the saint flung through her window a small
մուի որ աղքատ աղջիկ մը կար որ օժիտ չէր sack of gold coins. The girl found the sack and was able
կրնար հայթայթել եւ մնացած էր ամուրի։ Սուրբը, to marry.
գիշեր մը քսակ մը ոսկի կ՚առնէ եւ կը նետէ այս
աղջկան պատուհանէն ներս եւ այսպիսով ան կը After that incident, every surprise gift in society was
յաջողի ամուսնանալ։ Այնուհետեւ անոր կը վերա- attributed to him and his name grew to be a legend. He
transformed into the man in red whom we meet in shopգրեն մէկու մը անակնկալ նուէրներ տալու աւան- ping malls and elsewhere under the name of Santa
դութիւնը որով անիկա կը ճանչցուէր իբրեւ Ծնն- Claus.
դեան Տօնին առթիւ նուէրներ բաժնող։
In French-speaking countries he is called as well Père
Արեւմուտքի մէջ Սանթա Քլոզ անունէն զատ կը Noël which means Father Christmas. (Père means faգործածեն նաեւ Papa Noel, այսինքն Ծննդեան ther, and Noël means Christmas.)
Հայր – (Noel կը նշանակէ Ս. Ծնունդ)։
In this New Year let us teach our children the following
Armenian words to perpetuate our centuries-old customs
Եկէք, որպէս հայեր մեր երեխաներուն սորվե- and culture.
ցնենք սա հետեւեալ բաոերը այս Նոր Տարուան։
Nor Dari, Amanor, Gaghant = New Year
Donadzar, Gaghanti Dzar = Christmas Tree
Gaghant Baba = Santa Claus
Նոր Տարի, Ամանոր, Կաղանդ = New Year
Տօնածառ, Կաղանդի ծառ = Christmas Tree
Կաղանդ պապա – Santa Clause
October-December, 2017
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50TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORIES

The cover of our Church’s Newsletter which was put into circulation in
1952. The name was Gantegh (Lantern). It was in 1957 that the name
changed to “Illuminator,” (see the picture on next page) and for a while
was published in the format of regular newspaper. This tells us that we
had a church newsletter from 1952 to present. Good job St. Gregory’s!
4

October-December, 2017

50TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORIES

October-December, 2017

5

More Ordination Pictures
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Youth Ministry News
Talene Artinian, Director

We had our first youth group
outing at Linvilla Orchards! We did corn
mazes, an apple sling shot, and enjoyed eating
all different types of treats. It was so nice to be
together and spend time. Our next meeting was
on Friday, October 13th at church at 7 pm.
Thank you to the parents for dedicating your
time to bring your children. Knowing Jesus is
the best gift you can give your child. Praying
for you all!

8

We had a wonderful youth group meeting on
that Friday evening, October 13th. We learned
about our identity and who we are in Christ.
We also played many games, including ping
pong, soccer, obstacle courses, and other fun
activities. I really am starting to see a change
in the hearts of our youth and I can't express
enough how important youth group is. When I
was younger, youth group was an integral part
of my life and my foundation for the Christlike life I lead today. God bless and we can't
wait to see you soon!
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Youth Ministry News
Talene Artinian, Director

On Friday, November 3rd we had another youth
group meeting. We had such a wonderful time discussing important topics such as who Jesus is to us
and where we stand in our relationship with Him. I
thank all of the parents who bring their children
each time. It truly is impacting their lives and also
bringing our Armenian community closer together.
We now have just about 45 members in our youth
group. It is so amazing to see how each individual
youth member is impacted. Growing up, youth
group was a wonderful way for me to learn about
Jesus and the truth at an early age. When I went to
college, I never forgot who Jesus was to me and it
has impacted me in who I am today. Thank you to

October-December, 2017

our dedicated families who have been traveling a
distance to bring their children to each meeting.
This is such a wonderful and priceless gift to give
your children. Due to the birth of our second son,
who was born on November 14, my husband
Kevork and I will host our next meeting, our
Christmas party, at our home. As the time gets
closer, I will email families to find a date and time
that works best. We are so blessed to be a part of
such a wonderful ministry. Know that we are constantly praying for our precious youth and their
families! God Bless!

9

SUNDAY SCHOOL – CHILDREN’S SERMON
charger, "What happens when you use your cell
phone too much?" As the students answered fervently, " The battery dies." He continued with the
question, " What do your need?" Again the children responded with, "A charger!" Sometimes our
batteries die due to difficulties and disappointments in our life. "What is the best way to recharge
ourselves? We need prayer to recharge ourselves."
The students understood the importance of prayer
as a way to communicate with God and build a
stronger relationship with God. The sermon concluded with the devoted children sharing their
prayers they had written in Sunday school with Der
Nerses and the congregation.
Where can inquisitive, enthusiastic St.
Gregory Sunday School students get comprehensible answers to their many questions about the
power and importance of prayer in their lives?
Where else but in church during one of Der
Nerses's dynamic and passionate children's sermons. As the loving and adorable children filed
into church and filled the first two pews of the

Margie Tavakalian
Sunday School teacher

church eagerly waiting for Der
Nerses to give his first children's
sermon for the new Sunday
school year, they were not disappointed. They held close to
them a prayer they had written
in Sunday school to share with
him. Der Nerses has the amazing ability to catch the children's
attention and present some complex concepts in a
simplified way so that the children can understand
and relate through visuals and analogies and today
was no different. He introduced the sermon by posing to them a question as he held up a cell phone
10
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LADIES GUILD NEWS
A message of Thanks
The St. Gregory's Ladies' Guild 2017 Food Festival
is a memory. So many people, both those I knew
and those I did not know, expressed thanks to me
on Friday and Saturday. Comments such as "what
a wonderful event", "the food was delicious",
"great raffle, how unique", "my grandmother made
this and I have not had it in years. It is so good".
The girls at the cookie booth told me that they received phone calls from people saying they could
not believe our cookie booth!!
Thank you to so many people that helped make the
Food Festival a success. Many thanks to the cochairs and key members that were so dedicated.
They worked continuously for two months, cooking, buying, running back and forth, giving us so
much of their time. What a wonderful group of
women!! Thanks to many members and friends
who came to the kitchen to help, whether for many
hours or a few hours. To all those who answered
our SOS for help in the kitchen, servers on the buffet line, runners back and forth to keep the buffet
line stocked, thank you, thank you. Thanks to those
working at the Beverage Corner, the Country Store
and the Cookie Booth. We are so lucky to have the
men who cut and marinated the Shish Kebob and
spent hours grilling all the Kebobs and vegetables.
Thanks to all those working in the kitchen during
the Festival, cooking all the food for the buffet
line. We truly appreciate all the donations to the
Cookie Booth and to the Country Store. Thanks to
the Armenian Coffee cup reader (Fal) on Friday
night. Our decorators did a super job, giving the
halls a festive look and creating a fun and charming raffle. We are grateful to the people who donated goods to be sold and items to include in the
raffle, all a 100% benefit to the Ladies' Guild. And
to our vendors; we enjoyed having you and appreciated the Armenian flair that you expressed
through your talents.
With thanks and appreciation,
Rosely Stronski
Chair, St. Gregory's Ladies' Guild
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS OF THE 2017 ST. GREGORY'S LADIES' GUILD FOOD FESTIVAL

EVENT SPONSORS
Hagop and Aida Dakessian
F. C. Kerbeck and Sons
Richard M. Stepanian, Sr.
Platinum SPONSORS
Karen Jehanian
Tateosian, Whalen and Carlin Families
Drs. Dearon and Lisa Tufankjian

Gold Sponsors
Hox Family, Steve, Diane, Adam and Aila
Gale Zorian
SILVER SPONSORS
Antranig Atoyian
Carl and Anne Deirmengian
Margie Der Garabedian
Jake and Cissy Der Hagopian
Mary Gorman
Roupen and Marge Gureghian
Anahid Hovagimian
Harry and Mary Injaian
Shake’ and Azniv Jebejian
Georgette Kanzanjian
Charles and Sandra Kerbeck
Der Nerses and Yeretzgin Manoogian

Terri and Dave Mears
Vraim Funeral Home
BRONZE SPONSORS

Gary Arakelian
Helen Guveyian
Ara A. Kahwadjian
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Santerian
Charles Sarajian
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Sarkessian
Maritza Shamlian
Mr. and Mrs. Krikor and Joan Yeremian
Mariam Yeremian
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LADIES GUILD NEWS
The winners of the Cash Raffle were as
follows:
Darlene Mulson $500
Asdghig Kazanjian $250
Philip Vishabazoon $100
Big thank you to Kim Shahikian for putting
together the beautiful baskets. Also, Aram
Keshgegian for soliciting funds for the basket
raffles.

Donors:
Alec Arakelian
Michael Ayjian
Stephanie & Mike Boyan
Helen Dervishian
Gevork Dramgotchian
Ben Hamalian
Hovagimian Kids
Raffi Hovagimian
Keshgegian Kids
Glenn Papazian
Kristen Santerian
Danielle Sarkisian
Lori Sarkisian
Tania Selverian
Rita Selverian
Shahikian Kids
Suzanne Sherenian
Sareen Streeter
Rosely Stronski
Pete Tashjian
Cookie Vosbikian
Rita & Roupen Yeremian
Julie Parachan
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SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS PRAYING

Bless my family.
Help me be good
in Sunday School.
–William

Please help everyone
who are poor and
sick. Protect everyone from harm’s way
and help everyone to
be kind. – Aila

Thank you God
for my friends.

Thank you God
for my family
and all of my
cousins. –
Valerie

Bless the world, help
the world, bless me
and my family.
Thank you for my
family. – Jack

Thank you for my
family. Thank
you for watching
over my family.
Amen

Thank you God
for birds. –
Maximo

Thank you God
for school. –
Ari
Thank you God
for choo choo
trains.
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HALLOWEEN

The children had so much fun with their friends
I along with Ani Ashodian, Araz Komrokian would like to say thank you to all those in- and families.
volved in the preparation of the School Sunday and
Thank you to all parents who supported the
Haygazian School Halloween party this year held
event with the food, Halloween cake, decorations,
on October 29th. The event was a huge success.
activities, chocolate/goody bags; and those who
donated their time to help on the day and in making
the event such a success.
We should also recognize Der Hayer and
Ms Doreen for their continued support and dedications to our children, without their support this
event and all other ones are not possible.
Thank you again, and may you be blessed
abundantly in return for the many ways you have
blessed others like us.
Rima Mardirosian Chapanian
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Նախաճաշ Կաղանդ Պապային Հետ
Մանուկներուն ամէնասիրած ու ամենէն
շատ սպասած օրն է Կաղանդ Պապային
գալստեան օրը, նուէրներ ստանալու պահը որուն
սպասեր են ամբողջ տարի մը։
Այս տարի Հայկազեան Վարժարանի
աւանդական «Նախաճաշ Կաղանդ Պապային
հետ» օրը տեղի ունեցաւ Դեկտեմբեր 9-ին։
Հայկազեան Վարժարանի աշակերտները, իրենց
ծնողքները ու նաեւ յարգարժան հիւրերը եկած
էին բարձր տրամադրութեամբ, տօնական սիրուն
հագուստներով եւ մեծ սպասելիքներով։ Ամէն
կողմ շատ գեղեցիկ զարդարուած էր ու
նախաճաշի սեղանը շատ ճոխ էր բազմազան
ուտելիքներով։

Շատ ուրախ մթնոլորտ կը տիրէր սրահէն
ներս ու աշակերտներն ալ այս ուրախ մթնոլորտը
ալ աւելի ջերմացուցին իրենց խանդավառ
Ամանորի երգերով։
Վերջապէս կը ժամանէ Կաղանդ Պապան
իր հետ բերելով շատ – շատ նուէրներ։ Ամէն մէկ
աշակերտ կը մօտենայ Կապանդ Պապային ու
հայերէն երգ մը կամ արտասանութիւն մը կ՚ըսէ որ
ստանայ իր նուէրը։
Բոլորը շատ ուրախ ու բարձր տրամադրութեամբ
կը մեկնին սրահէն մաղթելով իրար ուրախ Ս.
Ծնունդ եւ բարեբեր Նոր Տարի։
Ուսուցչուհի՝ Անուշ Յովսէփեան

Breakfast with Santa
On behalf of the St. Gregory Church, the board
members and teachers of the Haygazian Armenian
School, I would like to thank all the families who
came and brought their children to enjoy our annual breakfast with Santa gathering held on Saturday Dec. 9th.

comed the season first snow on this day! The kids
enjoyed watching the snow fall while welcoming
santa. They were patiently waiting for Santa and
when his sleigh got closer to our church they all
sang their prepared Christmas songs to welcome
him. They enjoyed his company while receiving
their gifts brought from North Pole and pausing for
We enjoyed our traditional foul and mamonya
a picture or two with Santa and with their loved
breakfast along with other delicious food selections ones.
that were prepared by parents/ grandparents who
devoted their time and effort to make it happen.
We can't emphasize enough the importance of
learning the Armenian language. We encourage all
We also would like to thank you for your door and parents to give their children the gift of learning
raffle donations and to those who donated the raffle this important piece of their identity to carry with
gifts to support our school financially and help us them and pass it along to their children and grandcarry out the school mission to promote and nurchildren in the future. As always keep Haygazian
ture the Armenian language and culture in every
Armenian School in your thoughts.
child.
This year was an extra special year since we wel-
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Rima Mardirosian Chapanian
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HAIGAZIAN SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE WRITING
Մեր Աշակերտները կը Գրեն
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PARISHIONERS IN NEWS

Tina Kashishian Sickler is excited to
share that she sold a three book mystery series
about an Armenian-American family to a large
NY Publisher, Kensington Publishing Corp.
She is publishing under the name, Tina Kashian.
I was born a writer. As a child, I was
an avid reader and writer. As an adult, I’ve
published ten historical romance novels under
the pseudonym Tina Gabrielle (my father and
my daughter’s name). But I’ve always wanted
to write about an Armenian family and use my
talents to expose American readers to our rich
culture and heritage. I had an idea to write a
cozy mystery series about an Armenian family
who owns a Mediterranean restaurant at the
Jersey shore. The cozy mystery genre is very
popular and involves funny amateur sleuths
solving murders, similar to the former, longrunning television series, Murder She Wrote.
The first book in my Kebab Kitchen Mystery
Series is titled, Hummus and Homicide. My
amateur sleuth, Lucy Anahid Berberian, quits
her Philadelphia law job to come home to her
family’s restaurant only to find herself accused
of murder after her rival eats hummus and dies
in the parking lot. Of course, there is a romantic interest with Lucy’s former flame, Azad
Zakarian.
I pitched the idea to my NYC literary
agent who had sold my romances for years.
The concept for the Kebab Kitchen Mystery
Series was very different from what we’ve
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been successfully selling together, and I wasn’t
quite sure what she would say. Would she like
an ethnic murder mystery about an amateur
Armenian-American sleuth whose quirky family owns a Mediterranean restaurant? I was
happy when she said, “If you write it and I like
it, I can sell it.” She also liked the new pen
name Tina Kashian. That’s all the encouragement I needed.
I wrote Hummus and Homicide in between contracts for over a year, and when it
was finally finished, I sent it to her. To my
complete surprise, two big New York publishers came back with offers and wanted more
books. We went with the best offer, and I
signed a three-book contract. Hummus and
Homicide will be released in March 2018, followed by Stabbed in the Baklava (9/18), and
One Feta in the Grave (2/19). We had so much
fun coming up with the titles, and the books
will be sold at Barnes & Noble, Target, Walmart, and all audio book and ebook retailers.
I credit my parents, Anahid and Gabriel
Kashishian, who owned a restaurant for thirty
years. Sadly, they passed away, but there is a
large piece of them in my books. I’m also fortune to have the support of my husband, John,
and my two young daughters, Laura and Gabrielle, in my writing endeavors. My two girls
are patient while mommy plots, writes, edits…
and edits. My advice to my children is if you
have a dream and you work hard, you never
know how far you will go. Visit the websites
to learn more.
www.tinakashian.com
www.tinagabrielle.com
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BAPTISMS

Nina Elise Panossian, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Khajag and Carol Rose
Panossian, was baptized on October
28, 2017. Godfather Sevag Panossian.

Stephen Tovmas Stamboulian, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Lucinda
Stamboulian, was baptized on November 4, 2017. Godfather Kurk D.
Selverian.

Lenna Parsehian, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Sevag and Dzovig
Parsehian, was baptized on November 4, 2017. Godfather
Aram Parsehian.

David Avanesyan, son of Mr. &
Mrs. Arnold and Arevik Avanesyan,
was baptized on November 4, 2017.
Godfather Suren Avanesyan.

Anna Rose Garabedian, daughter
of Mr, & Mrs. Alan and Jill Garabedian, was bapatized on November 11, 2017. Godfather Phillip
Garabedian.

Ara James Kzirian, son of Mr.
& Mrs. James and Nora Kzirian,
was baptized on November 12,
2017. Godfather Anthony
Deese.

October-December, 2017

19

BAPTISMS

Preston James Perry, son of Mr. &
Mrs. Jordan Lee and Anastasia
Perry, was baptized on November
18, 2017. Godfather Blake Perry.

(Name) the servant of Christ,
coming from the state of
catechumen to baptism, is
now being baptized in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Redeemed by the blood of
Christ from the servitude of
sin, he/she becomes an
adopted child of the heavenly
Father, a coheir with Christ
and a temple of the Holy
Spirit.

Andre Kolev, son of Mr. & Mrs.
Gospodin and Araz Kolev, was baptized on November 19, 2017. Godfather Atanas Kolev.

Joseph James Carter and Talene Nicole Megerian were united in Holy matrimony on October 28,
2018. Bestman Robert William Carter Jr. Presided over the ceremony was His Eminence
Archbishop Choloyan, Prelate, also present were His Grace Bishop Tanielian, Vicar, Very Rev.
Oshagan Gulgulian and Archpriest Nerses Manoogian. Harout Kazandjian was the deacon.
20
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PRESENTATION OF 40 DAYS OLD
INFANTS TO THE ALTAR

Kristapor John Alexanian son
of Sub. Deacon Johnny and

Noushig Alexanian, was
brought to church for the
first time to receive his special 40th Day blessings.

Arek Arzoumanian, son of
Mr. & Mrs. Avo and Liana
Arzoumanian, was brought
to Churcvh for the first time
to receive his 40th day special blessing.

Eva Aghajanian, daughter
of of Mr. & Mrs. Haig and
Sarah Aghajanian, was
brought to Churcvh for
the first time to receive
her 40th day special blessing.

A Hearty Welcome to these Angelic Babies

Alek Bedros Artinian was born on November 14,
2017. He was 8.6 Lbs.
Our Congratulation to his lucky parents
Talene and Kevork and “Big” brother
Aren Artinian
October-December, 2017
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Obituary
theater for one year.
Also after graduation, Mom lost touch
Ashkhen Arzoumanian
with my father for many years, until a mutual
friend brought them together through letters.
She was born on
January 12, 1935 in Aleppo, In 1965, she married my father, Hratch….her
Syria as the 4th child of 6, to high school sweetheart, in the romantic city of
Milano, Italy. They later ended up residing in
Kevork and Doudou
Abu-Dhabi for 21 years where she became a
Mardikian. She had 5 sibnurse and the health inspector of all the public
lings.
schools for 15 years. They were blessed with
At the age of 15, without her parents’ three children, Avo, Gassia (who who was
killed by auto accident in her young age) and
consent, Ashkhen applied to go to the Melkonian Educational Institute, a boarding school Maria.
in Cyprus. Reluctantly, her parents agreed to
Besides being a full time nurse in Abusend her abroad. Little did she know, that….at
Dhabi, she was also the co-founder of the Arthat very boarding school, she would later
meet her future husband, whom she would be menian Sunday School. She taught Armenian
reading, writing and history and I was one of
married to….for almost 53 years!
her students. In 1984, she settled in PennsylDuring her schooling, she maintained vania, retiring from her professional work to
her good grades, while being active in sports become a full time home maker and a volunand in the arts. She was one of the best players teer cook for the Tekeyan Cultural Associain the girls’ volleyball team and the girls’ bas- tion, for 25 years.
ketball team and, one year, she won the chamOn January 23, 2013, Ashkhen was
pionship in ping pong. At Melkonian Institute,
she also discovered her singing voice, where diagnosed by dementia. For almost 5 years she
she performed at the school’s major events.
spent her time in nursing homes and health
Her singing tutor, Mr. Sebouh Abkarian, oth- facilities. She went to sleep in the Lord on Ocerwise known as the director and the conduc- tober 14, 2017. Her funeral ws held on Octotor of the Kohar Symphony Orchestra, taught ber 21. Memorial donations were for St. Gregher how to sing……especially the songs that ory’s Church
he had written. In the arts, she also dabbled
Maria Arzoumanian Kordzian
into the world of acting where she sang and
danced really well, which further enhanced her
popularity among her peers and faculty. She
then graduated from the school with the pedagogy diploma in 1956. At that point, she returned to her family in Syria and became a
school teacher at the AGBU Lazar Nadjarian
School for 4 years.
Soon after, Mom attended AUB, the
American University of Beirut, and received
her Bachelors Degree in Nursing. She completed her co-op work by working at a mental
asylum for 3 months. After graduation, she
worked in the pediatric ward and the operating
22
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Obituary
րը մահացած էր 2015-ին) Գանատայի իր
քոյրերը, Լուսին Իսկէնեան, Ալիս Մաթոսեան եւ Էմէլտա Ինճէեան։
Սարգիսը ծնած էր ԴեկԱնոր մարմինը ամփոփուեցաւ
տեմբեր 17, 1946-ին ՀալէՍանսէթ Մեմօրիալ գերեզմանատան մէջ։
պի մէջ։ Զաւակն էր ԳրիՓոխան ծառկեպսակի նուէրները կրնաք
գոր եւ Ազատուհի
Ռիզքալլան ամոլին։ Ունէր առաքել Ս. Գրիգոր Լուսաւորիչ եկեղեցւոյ։
երեք քոյրեր.- Լուսինը, Ալիսը եւ Էմելտան։
Սարգիսը իր նախակրթարանի եւ
երկրորդական դպրոցի ուսումը կ՚ըստանայ
Anna Chanakjian
Հալէպի Կաթոլիկ քոյրերու դպրոցին մէջ։
18 տարեկան հասակին կը գաղթէ Գանատա
Ann Chanakjian
եւ կը հաստատուի Մօնրէալի մէջ։ Հոն
(Nee Agazarian).
կ՚աշխատի իր քեռիին Auto body խանութին
մէջ։
Anna was born in
Մայիս 24, 1975-ին կ՚ամուսնանայ
Lawrence, MassaՄարօ Սուքիասեանին հետ եւ կը բախտաchusetts on July 27,
ւորուին երկու աղջիկ զաւակներով, Ազատու- 1925. She dies on
հին եւ Թամարը։ Ատեն մը յետոյ, ընտանիքը
October 22, 2017 at
կը փոխադրուի Ալպանի, Նիւ Եորք եւ ապա
the age of 92. She was the beloved
Ֆիլիտելֆիա ուր կը ծնին երկու ուրիշ աղջիկwife of the late Varujan “John”, dear
ներ, Լինտան եւ Լօրան։
mother of Harry Chanakjian and Carol
Սարգիսը ճանչցուած է որպէս բարի
Pirrung and her husband Paul, loving
եւ սիրող ամուսին մը եւ հայր մը ինչպէս
նաեւ հաճելի ընկեր մը այն բոլորին կողմէ
sister of the late Bedros “Pete” and
որոնք մօտեցած են իրեն։
David. Also survived by her sister-inԱյս վերջին հինգ տարիներուն, Սաlaw, Elizabeth Agazarian; nieces and a
գօն դժբախտաբար հարուածուեցաւ հիւան- nephew. Her funeral service was on
դութիւններով, սրտի գործողութիւն եւ յետոյ
Monday, October 30, 2017 at Rose Fuքաղցկեղ որոնք մաշեցուցին զինք եւ վերջաneral Home. Interment Lawnview
պէս իր մահկանացուն կնքեց անցնող ԿիրաCemetery.
կի օր, Հոկտեմբեր 15-ին՝ Holy Redeemer
հիւնադանոցին մէջ։
Իր մահը կը սգան այսօր իր 42 տարիներու կողակիցը՝ Մարօն, իր աղջիկները՝
Ազատուհին, Լինտան եւ Լօրան (իսկ ԹամաՍարգիս Ռըզք-Ալլան

Քրիստոս Աստուած, ողորմէ հանգուցեալ հոգիներուն,
հանգչեցուր զանոնք եւ թողութիւն շնորհէ մեղաւորներուս
յանցանքներուն։
O Christ Lord, grant repose and mercy to the deceased and
to us sinners bestow remission of transgressions.
October-December, 2017
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ILOF and Misc. Donation
Minas and Rozet Shirozian
Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Shirozian
Harout and Anny Aghajanian
Beti Torunian
Mr. & Mrs. Loutfi Arabatlian
Vartuhi Arzumanian and Family Araksi and Hrant Torunyan
Marie Yeremian
Rafi and Sevan Atamian
Noubar and Roubina Yeremian
Nora and Daniel Babaian
Angel Zarasian
Marina Badalian
Levon, Dalita and Natalie
Harout and Zepur Balabanian
Zarasian
Kayaneh and George Barzakian
Antoine, Rose, Armen, Bridget & Zerounian family
Vicken Bazarbashian
Total $2840
Garen and Diana Boghosian
Missak and Zarmine Boghosian
For Sarkis Rizk Allan
Victor and Arax Bozadjian
Rafi
and Sevan Atamian
Vicken and Taline Chemberjian
Kayaneh
and George Barzakian
Antranig Derderian
Mr. & Mrs. Ohanes and Caroline
Tamar & Levon Der Ohannessian
Chamavonian
Howik and Shamiram Grigorians Mr. & Mrs. Hovig Dekermenjian
Mrs. Rose Jehanian
Mrs. Loucine Dekermenjian
Hrant and Arlene Jilozian
Zohrab and Elizabeth Dramgotchian
Sirvart and Maral Kaloustian
Nazareth and Markrid Keshishian
Vartan and Haigoush Karakelian Dr. & Mrs. Jacques Khoury
Haroutune and Maxy Kazandjian Antranig and Madonna Kzirian
Mrs. Anahid Mahserejtian
Mr. & Ms. Aram Kazanjian
Harout and Sonia Nalbandian
Mrs. Georgette Kazanjian
Nazareth and Markrid Keshishian Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Shirozian
Serpouhi & Boghos Voskanian
Antranik and Noemi Kordzian
Dr. & Mrs. Jacques Khoury
Total $475
John and Arpi Kilroy
Antranig and Madonna Kzirian
Additional ILOF Donations
Vahe Kzlyan
For Ann Papazian
Krikor and Debra Lussinian
Michael and Sonia Nalbantian
Mr. & Mrs. Aram Setrakian
Sona and James Makoulian
Bebec Deirmengian
Mr. & Mrs. Zakar Manauelian
Mrs. Margaret Obozian
Mardikian Family
Edward & Helen Selverian
Elo Mardikian
James & Linda Whalen
Kevork Mardigian
Noubar & Roubina Yeremian
Krikor Mardikian
For Sara Stepanian
Papken and Anahid Megerian
Dian Hock and Russel Shea
Rozalie Meguerian
Misc. Donations
Gregory and Grace Meranshian
Nayiri Gueyikian
$100
John and Yana Najarian
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Palanjian$100
Sergey and Maria Nersesov
St. Gregory Men’s Club $10,000
Arsine Oshagan
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel & Ludmila
Manuel and Liz Panossian
Sahakian for a new laptop $1,200
Gary Papazian
Mr. & Mrs. Harout Aghajanian
Vahan Pogharian
for Charity Fund
$500
Haik Poulatian
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Selverian, for
Krikor and Dzaghig Pounardjian Charity Fund
$100
Theresa M. Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. John Alexanian, for
Mayis and Jemig Seapan
Baby’s 40th Day blessing - $50
George and Ani Semerjian
Tom and Linda Stamboulian, in
Melik Shamamian

For Achkhen Arzoumanian
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honor of their grandson’s
Stephen Stamboulian’s baptism
$100
Mr.& Mrs.Vartan Karakelian $50
Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Shirozian, in
honor of their grandson’s Armen
& Haig’s ordination
$50
Ms. Jeanette Alemian, in honor
of her grandson’s Haig Shamlian’s ordination
$50
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shamlian, in
honor of their son’s Haig Shamlian’s ordination
$100
Frank and Mary Gorman for Illuminator.
$50
Khatchadour and Lucine Palandjian in memory of Gabe and
Anahid Keshishian.
$300
50th Anniversary Additional
Donations
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Kamajian $2,500
Mr. & Mrs. Armen Karamanian
$1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Harry & Mary Injaian
$500
Dr. & Mrs. Ara Chalian
$400
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lescas
$50
50th Anniversary
Congratulatory Note

Dear Der Nerses;
Congratulations on the 50th
anniversary of St. Gregory’s
Armenian Church.
Worthy of celebration are
the decades of growth, love
and joyous profession of
faith.
Harry & I offer our warmest
and best wishes to you, as
the steadfast shepherd and
to your supportive and faithful congregation.
With respectful and affectionate regards,
Harry & Mary Injaian
October-December, 2017

Pastor and the Board of Trustees would like to thank
Mr. “D” AKA Diran Keytanjian, for quietly doing
many tasks, such as repairing the censors, constructing special charcoal burning vessels for the altar and
framing pictures and other things. Lately, upon the
request of Der Nerses “D” lovingly framed the encyclical of His Holiness Aram I given to our church
at the occasion of our 50th Anniversary. He not only
buitifully framed the encyclical but donated as well
all material.
“D” is another exemplary humble and enthusiastic
steward of our church and we cannot thank him
enough.

James & Linda Whalen
2679 Honeysuckle Lane
Philadelphia PA 19116
Dr.& Mrs. Khatchadour Palandjian
445 Olympic Avenue
Havertown, PA 19083

We thank
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Ludmila
Sahakian of State College, PA
For their generous donation of
$1200 towards the purchase of a
new lap top computer for
Der Nerses.
Heaven’s blessings to their family

MEN’S CLUB 300 CLUB WINNERS
Q3 winners

Winning Number

Q3 prize

Name

1st

216

$1,000

Bill Arthin

2nd

68

$800

Jim Pierce

3rd

262

$600

Margaret Der Garabedian

4th Place

297

$300

Dr. Michael Nalbantian

5th Place

262

$200

Harry and Jeannette
Derderian

October-December, 2017
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Սուրբ Ծննդեան Ժամանակացոյց Armnian Christmas Schedule
ՃՐԱԳԱԼՈՅՑ
Ուրբաթ, Յունուար 5, 2018
Պիտի պատարագէ՝

Արժ. Տ. Ներսէս Աւագ Քհնյ. Մանուկեան
Երեկոյեան Ժամերգութիւն
Սուրբ Պատարագ

Երեկ. Ժամը 5։30-ին
Երեկ. Ժամը 6։00-ին

Ս. Ծնունդ եւ Աստուածայայտնութիւն
Շաբաթ, Յունուար 6, 2018
Պիտի Պատարագէ եւ քարոզէ՝

Արժ. Տ. Ներսէս Աւագ Քհնյ. Մանուկեան
Առաւօտեան ժամերգութիւն
Սուրբ Պատարագ
Ջրօրհնէք

Ժամը 10:00-ին
Ժամը 10:30-ին
Ժամը 12:30-ին

Այս տարուան Խաչի կնքահայրը պիտի ըլլայ

Ուիլիըմ Չափանեան
Christmas Eve (Jrakalouyts)
Friday, January 5, 2018
Celebrant

Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian
Evening Services
Holy Liturgy

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Nativity and Theophany of Our Lord
Saturday, January 6, 2018
Celebrant

Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian
Morning Services
Holy Liturgy
Blessing of Water

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

This year’s godfather of the cross will be

WILLIAM CHAPANIAN

ARF Philadelphia
ARS Ani chapter
ARS Artemis Chapter
Antranig Atoyian
Kurt, Lisa, Stephen and Jack
Ajdaharian
John Bahian
Agnes Bedrosian
Jake & Cissy Der Hagopian
Helen Dervishian
John and Joanne Ejdaharian
Sareen Garabedian
Kenneth & Madeline Gureghian
Roupen and Marge Gureghian
Gerald H. and Susan M. Injaian
Harry V. and Mary T. Injaian
V. Michael Injaian
Rose Jehanian
Teni Rose Jehanian
Peter and Carole Karabashian
Anahid Karagelian
George and Kim Kazanjian and
family
Marge Keshgegian
Nartouhi Rose Mkhalian
Bill and Rose Mukalian
Mary Mukalian
Gay Mukalian
Robert Mukalian
Drs. Gregory and Wendy Mukalian
& family
Melinda (Mindy) Mukalian
Michele Mukalian
George and Clara Nenezian
Armine Papazian
Gary Papazian
Ann Papazian and Glenn Papazian
Elizabeth Pilbosian
Kevork, Anoush and Gregory

Proodian
Rosette Pyne
John Santerian
Dr. Albert and Mrs. Nerme Sarkessian
Arthur and Tania Selverian and
family
Gregory and Debra Selverian &
family
Stephen and Sandra Selverian
Jeffrey Selverian & family
Kurk D. and Rita Selverian and family
Mark and Laura Selverian & family
Richard and Melissa Selverian &
family
Rich and Connie Shelengian
George and Doris Shamlian
Maritza Shamlian
Paul Vartan Sookiasian
Thomas and Linda Stamboulian, Sr.
Thomas and Lucinda Stamboulian &
family
Rosely & Wally Stronski
Daniel and Norma Takoushian
Virginia Tashjian
Kris and Lona Torosian
Philip A. Vishabazoon
Sam and Diana Vosbikian
Steve and Linda Vosbikian
Peter & Linda Vosbikian & family
Jim and Donna Walter
Frank and Diana Wood & family
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Yeremian
Armen and Rose Zartarian
Gale Zorian

† Puzant Ajderian
† Albert and Queenie Bagian
† Gosdan and Rose Bozajian
† Esther & Karnig Avedissian
† Nectar Derderian
† Jean Dervishian
† Napoleon and Margaret
Donabedian
† Vickie and Meran Elanjian
† Peter G Endrigian
† Varsie and Charles Esayian
† Mary Garabedian
† Jirair Hovagimian
† Rose Z. Injaian
† Joseph Jehanian
† Ralph Jehanian
† Markar Karagelian
† Dick and Grace Keshgegian
† Sara Kzirian
† Simon and Mary Mangigian
† Shakay and Noubar Markaridian
† George and Victoria Mooradian
† M. George Mooradian
† George, Varsena (Shake) and
Marcina Mukalian
† Dikran and Victoria Mukalian
† Richard D. Mukalian, Jr.
† Joomshoot, Vicky and Jeanette
Nazarian
† Jack Papazian
† Krikor & Veronica Pilbosian
† Souren and Elizabeth Sadjian
† Martin and Elizabeth Sarajian
† Albert Soltanian, Sr.
† Martin Shelengian
† Hampartsoom and Anna Tavakalian
† Levon Tavakalian
† Jean Terhanian
† Yervant and Helen Terzian
† John Terzian
† John and Mary Tokmajian
† Paul Zakarian
† Esther Zorzopian

In memory of Victoria Dabagian Melidosian - In memory of John H. Mkhalian
In memory of Robert S. Guveyian. Sr. - Compliments of Martin Tourigian
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kzirian & family - In memory of Charles Dabagian, Jr.

Rosette Pyne

