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FEAST OF ASSUMPTION
AND BLESSING OF GRAPES

“Bless O Lord these bunches of grapes and grant remission of sins and physical
and spiritual health to all who partake with faith of this blessed offering.” With these
words, on Sunday, August 14, Der Nerses blessed the grapes presented to the altar by de-
vout parishioners. Centuries-old tradition came alive once again in our church. Our
church fathers through the mouth of Der Nerses spoke to their progenies in a sacramental
moment.

On the feast day of St. Mary the-God-Bearer, blessing of the grapes speaks about
the motherhood of earth which keeps feeding and sustaining the humanity. Grapes, “The
queen of the fruits’ asit perceived by Armenians, coming from earth, is symbolic of our
physical livelihood, as our Lord, Jesus, born of the Virgin, is of our spiritua livelihood.
During this ceremony amongst the scriptural readings, the Gospel reading is from John 15
where Jesus portrays his relationship with his followers with the picture of vine-stock and
grapes. “1 am the vine you are the branches;” he says and expects that all the branches
become fruitful; meaning all hisfollowers should speak with works and not words.

After the church services, the congregation was treated to shish kebob and trim-
mings prepared by our diligent committee headed by Bill Arthin, our Board chairman.
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Glenn Papazian

As Summer becomes Autumn it is a change in seasons, and when our
Church becomes more alive with activities. There are many functions on the hori-
zon for us to be aware of and support. The functions help usin many ways, but
they really provide alife blood for the congregation, and a chance for usto bea
part of something much bigger than ourselves.

Our Lobster fest will take place on Sunday, September 25, 2011. Silva
Santerian once again is chairing the event. We can help her by attending and by
getting ads for the ad book. The ad book is a big part of the fund raising effort for
the event. Therefore, we ask that each parishioner think of someone who provides
aservice for usand ask that service provider to make a donation for an advertise-
ment in the book. We can provide you with aletter of request to use asa guide.
We employ many peoplein our daily lives, and asking for an advertisement dona-
tion is agood way to help the Church and to recommend those we utilize. De-
tailed information and reservation forms will be available in the near future.

The Golf Outing isapopular event for the Church. The event will be on
Monday, September 19, 2011 at the Penn Oaks Golf Club in West Chester, PA.
Arthur and Tania Selverian and their committee are planning the event. They of-
fer more than golf. Food, raffles, and an enjoyable afternoon are a big part of the
day. We always want more golfers, so get some people together to enjoy the day.
Hole Sponsorships are available. Y ou may contact the committee members or the
Office for more information.

The program for the St. Gregory’s Gala Affair scheduled for Saturday,
October 15, 2011 isbeing finalized. The Galais an evening of dinner and danc-
ing to celebrate the completion of Founders' Hall. The event will provide more
than just that. A commemorative book will be published. Participation in the
book is a perfect opportunity for families, church organizations, and the St. Greg-
ory’s extended family to show their love and appreciation for those who came
before us, and to those who have built this beautiful hall for yearsto come. The
Committee asks that we share a message and family photo in this keepsake book
to be apart of St. Gregory’s history. Forms have been sent to our members, and
are available at the Church. Our thanks the Committee and its Chairperson Cindy
Selverian for al of their work and dedication put forth in planning the event.

The Board has been active with other projects and activities during the
summer. We have received our second donation from TD Bank as part of the Af-
finity Program. We asked our parishionersto link their TD Bank accounts with
St. Gregory’s as part of the program. Last year we received $2,700.00 as part of
the program. Thisyear St. Gregory’ swill be given acheck from TD Bank in ex-
cess of $4,700.00. We can continue to enroll membersin the program. The more
people means alarger donation from the bank. Thisisincome realized with mini-
mal effort on our part.

Along the lines of realizing income in this manner, the Church is working
with Ignite, an electricity supplier. We areall aware that many companies are
offering billing plans for consumer electricity. Igniteissuch acompany. The
benefit to our Church is not in reduced electricity costs. The financia benefit for
the Church will be realized in the number of people who sign up with Ignite as
their provider. St. Gregory’swill receive amonthly donation for each person
above ten that links with us. (Read page 8 for more information.)

The Founders Hall Administration Committee continues to put itsplanin
place for marketing, advertisement, and administration. Theideaisto enhance the
visiting experience for those who come to view the Hall for rental. More informa-
tion will be published, and we look forward to avirtual tour of the Hall that will
be on our website.

We owe agreat debt of thanksto Bill Arthin for running the Grape Bless-
ing Picnic. Heisthe Chairman of the Board, continues arole on the Construction
Committee, and runs the picnic. Weall need to say akind word of thanksto Bill
for his continual and tireless efforts, and for being aleader.
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Uwlnyp Cunniwow)niGshG ULe: () Lnp Gunnwjupwd

Ubp Shpng 8huniu ‘Pphunnup YbwGfhG Uty Yp
hwlnhwhGf gkwyfbpne nup wh Yp obpnk LwlnylGbpndG
Jupbinpniphilp: 4nG fwlnilp Uhwyl plinwbhfh
nuunhwpulnib pf whnwd fp sk, puyg phbpnipbub
Jupqubfp bu wwonmwwuliniphilp Jujbing wpupws fp:
‘Fphuinnup hbwbinnGbpp hpblg hngbinp whdwG
plpwuggfhl vty hp hpwihpnipl ophlGwlhbnt dwlniyp
plwdhl Ghupwgpuyhl ¢hdbpp, yupgniphel,
JonGwphniphil br hnghp whwwywljwlnippolp:

U..- 8huniu YophGk hpblG pbpniwé dwlniyGbpp: (Uwplnu
10:13-16) Uhls wowhbpnGbpp wphwdwpwlub bpupbp-
UniGf Pnilblwl dwlniyGbpnt hwlinky, ‘F‘pbumnu 4p qpyk
qubnGf jupbinpnipbudp by wyy wwhp Yp Jbpust
nrunigdwl wuhh Up: <<U-uan6‘nJ puquinpniphilip 'puk
wjuwhuhGbpniG Yp wuwnlwlhy (Twplnu 10:13-16) U,juhGfG
wlnGf npnlf LwlnylGbpne hwiwnfh wqupgnupbudp §p
Juunwhhpl Buwnniéng, wlnGf yhnp LnGbG Bunnién
puquinpnipbwl Uty : UFwlnihh hwiwwnf nilbGu) wloniyn
hp Grwlwlk qunwhpy U-uanérnJ‘ ponp upnny; hls np wy
ppwb YhwGfh wupwqubbpp, Lhon qghnlwm] np Vuwn-
ntwd Ubp juuniphilp h dnp nibh: PGsyku np dwlnyp Yp
uppk hp 8lnnlbpp be Yp Junwhh whnbg plwshl br hwpwu-
quwn Unnudnyd Up, wylwke b hrpufwbshop ‘F‘pbumnﬁbuu
injG hwpwqun dynutny ke Junuwhnipbudp whnf £ bppuwy
UuanérnJ, bu wjuwhuplbpp, hGswku ‘prumnu 4p Juunwm-
hkglk, whbn whwnh niGbGwG lluan&nJ puquintpbwul Lky:
UwlnuyGbpp nipbdG whwwup Ybpuuplbp bG Uuwnniéng
puguintpbwl plwlhsGbpnil: «U.6G np Gunnién) pugu-

wnpniphilip splnnibhp fwlndyh op wku, hnl whnh sipbwg
dwnlby»: (Uwpl- 10:15)

f. 8hunu Yp jopyopt fwlnyGbpnil Glwbhy:
«Unjl wpuhni 3/11111Lu/1 wpwlbpinlbpp fombgul hpbl b
hupgnighti.

- dbqu't n” Edbop bpyafh wpfuynipbul flp:

Bhuniu wlinily Up fulskg b quyl wlnlg Ltpinky
Julqlbglbind' puw: .

- Yuwinwh qhingkf, np bpk sthnfonihf bn
dwlinijliipn: wku spppufs bphlifh wpfuyniphilp whinh
sumnlES: ll]u}; iy np pp wldp wyu LwlintGpl wylu hp
JonluphbgGE wlhlu Eodbop bpyGfh wpfugniplul flp: G
iy np wyughuh dwlnily dp pf wlhnilngdu §plgnilh’ qhu
plgnilGud §pppuys:(Uanp-. 18:1-5)

Uyju jujinpupuniphilip pun Gpubwlwihg tp hp
dwdwlwlhb, npnyhbwnby, bl}lpulJulllulﬁ gpulwlnipbwl
Uky bppbihgk dwlindyp hwuni G fwpnnil npyku whwwp sk
Gbplujugniws: Snilw-Lnndtwljul nwénynipbwul Lty

buu, dEyp dwlnijh Glwlglbip wphwlwpuljwb kp: F‘ung
hGsutu juynGh b Shruncu sk fupnqtp np dwpahl obyfnd
dwlilwlwb wy) wlhnlg hwiwnth bu Junwhnipbwb npuljp
npnbqpbb hpblg Uunniény hbwn nilbgws jupwpbpnipbwb
Uty:

Uju hwinniwshb kg vwlniGbpnil Glwlhy Yp
Gowlwlk unGuph ppuy: Bbunnién) puquinpnipbwl Uky
Uboniphilp nhpf sk wy) Swnwyniphil k: UpudbpkGh Uy
«twlnily»p b «dwnwly GnjG punG k: MpbdG bpp 8huniu
dwlnilp abnfhl vky wnwe dbénipbwl hdwuwnp wibjh
dwuliwinpbg — b6 ppune hwdwp vkjp wknf E swnwjk:
U.uan&nJ dnynynipyp Yngniwé k nbwwphnipbwG:
U.GnGf npnGf vhywl hwlpurh bu ghpfh bunbikG bG whwnp
squpblwl Snbb] wpfwynipbub 0ty . pligphwlwunwlp,
wlnlf npnlf JunGwph bG ke hpklg YhwGfhG Lk Yp qunGhG
thphhsh vp whknfp b PplgnuGhl quyl be Yp dnbwb
woppwph swnwjbng, ng pk Chjwb whnh fnGbG
puquunpnipbul Uty wy) whnh ppub Guwbe fbé wyy
puquinpnipbul Tky:

Ubp wypws Gbplwy pGybpnipbwl Uty Ubé bu
Jupbunp ppune wjpnup dndwiwby fp luy np gwn wlqud
pwlqupniudibp §p junwowglt piybpnipbwb Lty bu Lhbske
hul uwqubGniphiGGbp Yppwl Guvwlak jupdniwms: GpyGfh
puquinpnipbul funufwughb dbéniphilp GnjlGhuly hp
dnftl whnf sk wlglk wy) Ywlniljh whu junlwph ppwy:

Bwwnllywlub t wju hwuinniwsh 4bpghl wnnp.-«My
np wjuwhuph dwlnidy vp pd whnilndu YpbnniGh® qhu
plgniGwd Yppwyy: UwlndyGbpp plgniGhy).—vw Gop
donbgnud Upl E YwlndyGbpnt hwlnky' pAibpnipbwb Jp
Uty nip dwlindyibpp bpypnpy jupgh funufwghbbp LG:
Sbum_u dwliniyy vp plgnilGhp hwiowuwp p Ghuonk qhGf
plgniGbne:

¢ Fphuwwnnu JPuqnupwpk np nfphllbpp squwypwulnbglb:
« I np plash hwrwnwgny wyu hnfphlGhpkG LEGp quypwl-
pbglits wibyh jue pywy s np quypwinbglinghli Jhqhl Lo
bpliwlufup wlgnih by dnynil fonpfp dgnip:s( Uupn.
18:6)

UwlnuyGbpp hpblg pGnipbwdp Juinwhny
wpwupdlbp bG: UGnGf Yp JunwhhG hpblg vbébpnil by
hpblg niibgué wyn Junwhnipbwl ywntunny, U-uan&nJ
Juunwhbnt hpklg Yupnnnupholbb wy Yp fboGwy:

Uunniwé §GnnGbpp bu niph) swihwhwulbpp
wwwnwuppwlwwnnt Gpwluwluws Edwlnip Bunnidn
donbglbnt: Uwlnd Up br jud wywmlbpwn dp
qujpunuglnnp bu qujl hwiwwnft hbnwglingp, whnp
wuwnhd Ypk.- «ubih o Pppwy pok wbwblibpn Jhqpb
UL bpluwlwfwp p whgnih be énynil junpfp dgnipy:

Gup. Ly 4
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VUwbnilylbpp Monnu Unwfbwih BninpbpniG Ity

Nonnu Unwfbwh pninpbpnil vky vwlnilyGbpny
wlfwpyniphilp bppbdG infpwpbpuljul ptwuwn nilh: Twlnd
punny Yp GynihG ng pk Thwyl Gnpushbibbpp b jud
wlswhwhwulbpp; wyibt winGf npnGf hwiwnfh fky Gnp fnws
LG br wfibnt pGpwgfhl Skp bG: Uunp wudbGEGR wljwywn
ophbwyGbptG vhG V.. Fbuwnnbhlbging 2:7-8-6 k. «Ahoy hGswku
dwyp Up hp quuwlyibpp Yp unigubk, wylubu w) SEGE
qnpnywlfny Jbpupbpbgulf abqh hbwy: Ujjuwyku nupqubh
dwlniyibpnt Ywupl gpniwé bplne hwnniwélbp nubh wi.-
Unnnuwging 3:20-21 bv Bihbuwging 6:14: Gpynt hwwnniwsGhpl
w] Ywlniylbpnt puunhwpwulnupbwl hbn wnbpu nuGh:

U.. Unn. 3:20-21.— «Qunwllibp wdkH puling
hlwqulinbgtt dbp olinglibpnili, npnfhbnkb Sl’]zlz wynuwlu §'nigk:
Swypbp; df quipugltt dbp quiwllibpp, npytugh
gynruwyfochliy:

UwlniyGbpp Yp hpwrhpnihl hGwqubnbmne hpblg
SGnnGbpniG: Uju hGwqubnniphilp pugh wGlk np whwuh oglk
wlinlig wnnny whdwb, Gube whnbg Uk judwg judwug whnh

wpdwwinwinpl bunniény hGwqublnbine wnwfhlniphilp:
UwliniyGbpnt hGwqulnniphilp vuluwyls Tonnu Unwfbwy Yp
hwiwuwpulpynk hwypbpnil nupud wungquilng .- <<Z,u1Jphp Uh
quypugltf abp quuwyGbpps: Um Yp Gowlwlk np YwlniGbpny
hbwn wtwnf E upnipy plwdfny: U.Gnlg Yppniphilp whnf Eppuy
uhpny: Uwlniylbpp Gniwunwglbip br wlnlg jupbinpniphelp
swup by miGh fphunnibwy phnwGhfhb Lky:

Twunhwpulnipbwb Guuwnwlp YwlniyhG wnnny
whnudG k by ng pk quyb 6iliyh) br fud jniuwhwinkglib)G k:
q‘mumhmpmllanhulﬁ UblGwlknp whnf & ppug ukpp, wyl nbuwly
ukpp npny 8huniu nhlwinpbg hpbl binnGbpp:

p. Bihbuwging 6:14 .- ((-Qwuuéﬁbp; bppby S/J[mg
hbwnbinglbp' dbp wupnulwlng - pp 6 F htuqulinhy dbp
Slinplibpnili, npmijhbinkby wyn k ppinwlp - «Nuinnc F hwypn b
dwypn« wunnnippwlin wnwphll F' np ppbl juwniwd fpnumnncd

nilh. snpylugh dppn puppf qulibu be bphph Jpwy hhwlify
bplpwp ey >

hﬁzull:u 4p wbulkf, q|orlnu U-nurfbull nunuljh jvoubny
dwliniyGbpnt hbn jupbinpnuppol o wwy winlg bu wiinbg
nhpfp Yp pupépugll Pphunnup fwpdGhb fhy: Uwbniyp whnf k
hGwqulbinh hp 8GnyGbpnil npnbhbnbt wlnlf fbwlfh npaw-
nniphtl niGhG: Bhuniu hGf bru, Ubupw ppuny hwlnbpé
hGwqulnbgu hp §Gnnlbpnib hGsyku Yp fupgubf rlm_ll- 2:51-G
Uky. «8binny Sphunru Slinnlibpnil hlwn dpwupl Vuquplp qliug,
b hllwmquliy Jlwg wlinligs:

UwlniyGbp jwwn wlgudlbp sbG hGwqubnhp hpblg
§GnnGbpnil: Puyg bpp UbsGwh Yp hwuljfwb np Bunniws Y'nrqk
np hlwgwlinhl. bu gGhwnbin] hpklg dGnyGbpndi
hbnhGulniphilp Yp unpyhl qGwhwink) Uunnidng
hbnhGwyniphilp: Bunniény épughpp hp dngnynipghG Yp
(bpwnk pGnwlbljwl wnnny jupwpbpnuphil; |h jupgqubfnyg, hGw
—~qulpnipbwdp bu uhpny: Uwlniy-8Gnnf jupwpbpniphilp wyb
nuownl b np Ywlniyp Yp unpdp hGwqubnhy hp dbébpnib b
wlinlg npnlf hbnhGwlniphil nGhb pp YhwGfhl Jpwy’ Lhop
puwyny Gubi Gunniwé: «Tuwnnck hwypy be dwypys
wunnthpulp wnwghbb £ np hpbl juyniws jonunnud nbh.»
nputuqh vhpw puppf gulbu bu bpyph Jpwy Yhulfy bphwp
puwy»: 4nu Monnu Unwfbw) bunniwéwyhG opklfp Yp Lhwuglh
pGwnwlblwb opkGfhG Lkgpbpbiny 51 wwwnnthpwlbp (Gihg 20:12)
UwljwjG wwppbpni- phil o'p fuy hGwqulnbne by wywunnibne

Uhgbu: 2Guqulinhy Yp Gowlwlk junupb) wyl hGy np niphop Yp
wuwwnnihpk £fhqh: Puyg wwnniby Yp Gowlwyk jupgb) bu upphby:
Ownwlbpp bu gbphGbpG w) Yp hGwqubnhG pwyg sbG uhpbp fud
Jupgbp hpblg wkpp: Ppblig hGwqubnniphilp Jujvh wpphoGf k:
Pulj Ywln yGbpp bpp Yp hGwqubnhl qupnhl Guwbe uhpby b
Junghb) hpblg 6GnnGbpp Thbsbe hpblg YhwbfhG Jbpop:
PphunnGbwl Ynyniwd k plphwlpuytu jupghbnt Gunniénhy
ponp wpwpsGbpp pwyg Ywhwiwbny hp bpbglbpp: Uy
piYybpnipbwb Uty nip bpbgGbpp Yp jupgnipl hnG ophlniphol
Yuuy:

P. Bihbu. 6:4 «Puly pnif hugpbp Up quypuglEf dbp quiwllbpp
wy; qulnlf UESgnight fppunnlbulml nuumnpupulnp-budpsy:
bhGswku Yp Gunkf, bnwfbup dpnuljul qunnithpwlkl bnf
(Uh quypuglEf dbp quuwllbpp) fwib gblk npuljwl wqwnnchpwb
Up (qubnGf dbdgnighf Pphunnbiwlwl nuunhwpulnipbudp):

OGnnuliwl puunpwpulniphilp wknf E oqlk Ywlniyhb
unpypy b ny pkt b gnquwjGwlw): PGswku Unpnuwging 3:21-h6 Lky
w| puw, bpk quuulibpp wlhywnwupwlwnne Ypyny
nuunhwpulnihl jplwb jnoewfoch:

0GnnGbpp hpblg quuwllbpp Ubéglbnt wnwfbnipbwb
Uk niGpl Gwbr jwin upbinp wupunwlwlniphol fpb wy, np k
qubnGf Ub&glb) Vunnidn) voufny: Um sGnnulub
wupnwululniphil Upb k np wpdwbugpniws & . OphGug $pfh
6:5-7 «Uppt Stp Vunniwéy' wdpnny upinnyn; wilpnny whanyy
bu wilpnny qopnipbwdpny: Uyju oufbpp np bu wjuop fhqh
wuwnnihpbgh, fou upnpy Uky pnn pub. qubnGf Yplibng
unpybgnip fnu npphbbpniy: UGnGg dwuhl jvouk bpp wniGhG Lky
Guwnwé bu, bpp Gwdlpwl Yp fwbu, bpp hp wunhpu ud bpp
Ibybu:» 8huntu hGf wy wyu wwwnnithpwlp vkypbpbg bpp op Up
onklGfh niunighs Up dowmbgu phpbb br thnpabint hwlfwp hupgnug
pt hbs wknf t plk npykuqh juthnbfulwl fhwlfp dunwlqk:
(Sbu niy- 10:25-27)

bqpuljuglbiny, prpwfwlship dwlnil np Yp 5Gh wyu
wpppwphpl hp Jpwy Ypk U-uanan wuwnlbpp; ntunh nGp
wuwnpt bt wpdbf juwsu Bunnidng br wplowphhl: Uwpnpl wknf £
wlinlg hbwn ybpuwpbphl jupqubfn] b shbpwplbb qubnif
owhwpUwl bu pnGwpupdwb: Ypdnudp, npbik dbing fud
Jnpnipbwl npbik dwdwllw)pywbhb Lk junwpniwms® fp
Gyuwnnih dwhjwuwyubniphil bu hp hwlunypnih Buwnnedng dbqh
nniwd «Ubghf b puquugupnif bu (gkf qbplhp» wnwfb -
nepbwli:

lbﬁ hmulllulpul[ib[i Uk dwliniyhl wpdkfp hp vwhdwlw-
thwlnih hptw dnynynipnh be jud Bunniény pnpbw) dnnn-
Ynipnh ubpnilnGbpnt ywhwwldwl ShphG Sty : Uwblnilp Buwnni-
onj ophliniphiGG & br pnunnudp UppwhwdhG b hp quuwlhb -
poil' wlnlg Uuwnniény hbn YGfniwé nijpnhl quwhwwlnepbwl
bt jupwunbinipbwl hwilwp: U:n poufny, Ywlinilp oquly Lpb k&
nijpnh dngnynipyh npwyhl Ypwy: Uhls Unp YnwljwpwubhG oky
dwlniyp Ppunwbug wibih jupbupniphol be hp wbnp hp gk
fphunnGbwy pGunwGhfhG Uky: UG vhwyl phr Up sk ubpnilnh
Jupunbinipbwl hwlwp, wy) wlhwn dpb Enp hp pudik pp
&GnnGbpniG hwiwwnfp: U6 Jhwyl Ynsgniwé sk juqlwinpnibng
wy] whwup Upl k Glwlbne: UG vhuyl «fwlnil» Up sk puyg
Pphunnuh Gbpluwywgnighsp: 8huntu hpwihpbg YwlniyGbpp np
hpbb qub ns pk qubnGf pwunlbne fbdbpnil hbn wy; npykugh
unwlwb hGs np Yp wwnlwbh hpblg .- lunniény puquinpne-

philip:
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CHILDREN IN THE BIBLE - New Testament, 11 -

In the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, children had a
significant value. For him, children are not only family
members who need to be educated and brought up, but
fellow human beings who deserve the respect and protec-
tion of their society. The followers of Christ, in their spiri-
tual growth, are invited to emulate the traits of a child,
which are simplicity, humility and innocence.

A. Jesus blessesthe children. (Mark 10:13-16).
While the disciples were talking sternly to the children,
Jesus embraces them with the importance they deserve and
turnsitintoa teaching moment: “ It isfor such asthis
that the kingdom of God belongs.” In other words, those
who trust God with the simplicity of faith of children, will
enter into the kingdom. To have child’ s faith means to
trust God wholeheartedly no matter what the circum-
stances are, aways knowing well that God has our welfare
in mind. Asachild loves and trusts his parents with natu-
ral instincts, likewise Christians should go to God with the
sameintensity of trust and natural instinct if they desire to
be in the kingdom. Children then are the ideal residents of
the kingdom of Heaven * Whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will not enter it.” (Mark
10:15)

B. Jesus exhorts to emulate children.

“ At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “ Who
isthe greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Hecalled a
child, whom he put among them, and said, “ Truly | tell
you, unless you change and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes
humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever wel comes one such child in my name
welcomes me.” (Matthew 18:1-5)

Inits own time, this declaration of Jesus was very
significant, because nowhere in Hebrew literature a child
was presented as a norm to emulate. In the Greco-Roman
world aswell it was an insult to equate an adult to a child.
But, asit was obvious, Jesus was not suggesting people
adopt the child’ s reasoning ability but their quality of faith
and trust in their relationship with God. To be like a child
means to be humble. In the kingdom of God greatnessis
not a position but service. Aramaic language has the same
word for “child” and “servant.” Therefore, when Jesus
took in his hands a child, specified the meaning of great-
ness; in order to be a great person one needs to fold the
dleeves. People of God are called to serve. Those who are
only after fame and prestige will not be able to enter into
the God’ s kingdom. Conversely, those who are humble
and find the need of asavior in their life and after finding
they enter into world to serve, not only they will enter into
the kingdom, but they will be great in that kingdom.

In our world, unfortunately there is a craze to look

great and important. This creates abnormality in our soci-
ety and sometimes even leads people to criminal acts. The
citizens of heaven should not even think about greatness
but need to be humble and trusting like a child. The last
sentence of this passage is very significant: “ Whoever wel-
comes one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Matt.
18:5) Thiswas arevolutionary thinking in an erawhen
children were considered second class citizens. Jesus
equates the act of receiving a child to receiving Him.

C. Jesus exhortsto refrain usfrom becoming a
stumbling block to children. “ If any of you put a stum-
bling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were
fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the
depth of the sea.” (Matt. 18:6)

Children by nature are trusting creatures. They
trust their elders and because of their trust, their ability of
trusting God as well comes naturally. Having said this,
God had appointed the parents and other adults as respon-
sible people to bring the children to God. Anyone who
tries to distance the child from faith or scandalize him will
be punished. “It would be better for you if a great mill-
stone wer e fastened around your neck and you were
drowned in the depth of the sea,” which isaway to say,
the presence of that kind of person is not desirable in soci-
ety.

“Take carethat you do not despise one of these
littleonesfor, | tell you, in heaven their angels continu-
ally seethe face of my Father in heaven.” (Matt.8:10)
Thisverseisonly recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. This
admonition was directed against Jewish leadership who
constantly despised anyone who was below their class.
(The parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector isa
good examplein Luke 18:9-14.) And the reason to not de-
spise childrenisthat “for, | tell you, in heaven their angels
continually see the face of my Father in heaven.” The an-
gelswatch over children and they have direct accessto
God. This verse actually speaks loudly in those societies
where children are ignored and abandoned or aborted. Not
only the child’s parents but the entire society is responsible
for the child and should be a front line defense for the
child, speaking up against child pornography, abortion
and child abuse, and last but not least advocating the
child’s sound education in public schools.

Children in Pauline Epistles.

In Pauline Epistles the word child, in many cases,
has a metaphorical meaning. The word “child” does not
always define a newborn or minor, but those Christians
who are newly entered into faith and are in the process of
growth. The most evident example of this is found in |




CHILDREN IN THE BIBLE -

Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian

New Testament, |1 -

Thessalonians 2:7-8: ‘But we were gentle among you, like
a nursetenderly caring for her own children.” Other than
that, Paul has only two references about children and both
deal about the education of children.

Colossians 3:20-21. “ Children, obey your parents
in everything, for thisis your acceptable duty in the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke your children, or they may lose
heart.” Children are directed to obey their parents. Their
obedience not only will help their growth, but gradually
will plant in them the virtue of obeying God. St. Paul,
however, balances the children’ s obedience with this mes-
sage addressed to their fathers: “Fathers, do not provoke
your children, or they may lose heart.” Thisimplies that
children should be dealt with delicately and their education
and upbringing should be done with love, knowing well
that the purpose of education is the healthy growth of the
child and not suppression. Love should be the governing
force of education; the kind of love Jesus offered to all
those who came to him.

Ephesians 6:1-4. “ Children, obey your parentsin
the Lord, for thisisright. “ Honor your father and
mother” —thisis the first commandment with a prom-
ise: “so that it may be well with you and you may live long
on the earth.” And, fathers, do not provoke your children
to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruc-
tion of the Lord.” Asyou see, speaking directly to chil-
dren, Paul gives importance to them and elevates their
standing in the body of Christ. Children should obey their
parents because they have life experience and have their
welfarein mind. Jesus himself obeyed his parents and set
an example to al children as we read in the Gospel of
Luke 2:51. “Then he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them.”

God' s plan for His creatures includes a healthy
family relationship, full of mutual respect, obedience and
love. The child-parent relationship is an arenawhere the
child learns to obey his parents and all those who have au-
thority over his/her life including God. “ Honor your father
and mother” —thisis the first commandment with a prom-
ise: “ so that it may be well with you and you may live long
on the earth.” Here, St. Paul merges the divine law with
the human law by quoting the fifth commandment found in
the Book of Exodus 20:12. But there is a difference be-
tween obeying and honoring. To obey means to execute
whatever is commended. But to honor means respect and
love. Servant and slaves obey their masters but do not love
nor respect them. Their obedience is coupled with fear.
But when children obey their parents they ought to love
and respect them all their lives. Christians are invited to

love and respect generally all creatures and especially their
elders. In those societies where the elders are respected
thereis ample blessing.

The second part of Ephesians 6:1-4 is directed to
fathers: And, fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord.” Asyou notice, the Apostle, after a negative
commandment (do not provoke your children,) interjects a
positive one (but bring them up in the discipline and in-
struction of the Lord.) Heistelling us that the parental
education should help the children to learn but to not be
entangled in the web of anger and hopelessness. Ashe
indicated in Colossians 3:21, if children were brought up
irresponsibly, they might lose heart and get disoriented.
Parents in their mission of educating their children have
responsibility aswell to nurture them with the words of
God. Thisisa parenta obligation which isrecorded in
Deuteronomy 6:5-7: “You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might. Keep these words that | am commanding you
today in your heart. Recite themto your children and talk
about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.”

Conclusion

Every child who is born to this world carries the
image of God and has value in the eyes of God and the
world. People should deal with them with respect and
sanctity and should not subject them to abuse. Abortion, in
any shape or form and in any stage of pregnancy is consid-
ered infanticide and goes contrary to divine commission
given to humanity at the time of the creation: “Increase
and multiply and replenish the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)

In the Old Testament the value of child islimited
to the preservation of the race of chosen people, wherea
child is ablessing and a promise given to Abraham and his
progenies for the perpetuation of the covenant. In other
words, achild is another link on the chain of the people of
covenant.

Meanwhile, in the New Testament the child finds
more value and finds its place in the Christian family.
There he/sheis not only a number for the perpetuation of
the race but someone who shares the faith of the parents.
The child is not called to be nurtured but someone to be
emulated. A child is not just achild but representative of
Christ. Jesusinvited the children not only to mix them
with the elders but to let them receive what belonged to
them: the kingdom of God.
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Sunday School - Director’s Thoughts and More

By Jeanette Nazarian, Director

“Cet the little children come to me, and)
do not hinder them for the Ringdom of

heaven belongs to such as these”

What better time to recall this
verse from the Gospel of Matthew (19:14) than now...
the beginning of the Sunday School year?

In a patriarchal, biblical society where children
were not highly looked upon, Jesus is calling the children
to come to Him; He is inviting them to be a part of His
family, His kingdom.

In the 215t century, He continues to call the chil-
dren, inviting them into His kingdom, not only His
heavenly kingdom but also to His earthly kingdom, the
church: “the church of believers.”

Interestingly, too, the “children” does not imply
only those young in age, but those young in and still
growing in their faith. Yes, that includes you and me.
We are all His children (no matter how old or young),
always able to learn more about our Lord, His love and
His plans for us, able to delight in being in His home,
singing, praising and worshipping Him.

Jesus is inviting all of us to come to Him, to the
church, to His kingdom. Now that the summer has
come to an end, let us all return to Jesus’ kingdom on
earth.

Sunday School starts on September 11at 10:30
A.M. and whether it’s the children or the adults leading
the way to the church or walking together hand in hand,
let’s have one joyous reunion on the 11t and may it con-
tinue throughout the year!!

Specifics about the new school year will be
posted in the next Illuminator; until then, registration
may be completed online (stgregory-philly.org) or see the
director for forms.

25 Yearsof Datev and Still Counting
Program brings Armenian youth closer to Church,

heritage, each other
By Christopher Selverian, Third Year Datev Sudent

For 25 years, St. Gregory of Datev Summer Ingtitute has
been enriching young lives throughout the Armenian Prelacy.
Thisyear’s program from July 3 through 10, in conjunction with
the 25" Datev Institute’'s Anniversary celebration, drew hundreds
of students, graduates, alumni, clergy, and families together for
this momentous anniversary occasion in the Philadel phia commu-
nity.

The annual week-long retreat at St. Mary of Providence
Center in Elverson, PA, brought each young participant closer to
God, the Armenian Church, language, and culture, and most im-
portantly, to each other. The students, ages 13 and older, shared
prayer, heritage, and camaraderie for seven to 10 days, while par-
ticipating in daily services, language |essons and a spectrum of
classes and old-fashioned fun. Armenian food, dance, song,
swimming and sports encouraged friendships of alifetime. Emily
my younger and |, were privileged to be a part of the festivities,
following in the footsteps of our two older sisters, Katrina and
Sara, both Datev graduates.

An elaborate banquet, complete with atime-capsule
video, detailed program booklet, speeches and musical perform-
ances, was presented to afull house of Datev supporters from
throughout the Prelacy on Saturday, July 9, at the new banquet
hall of St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Philadelphia. His
Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of the Eastern United States, commended
the efforts, dedication, and labor of love set forth by His Grace,
Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian, the longtime dean of the pro-
gram, as he then bestowed the title of dean to Rev. Fr. Nareg Ter-
terian. Datev participants danced the night away to Armenian
music to commemorate the many successes of the longtime pro-
gram.

The Datev program began in 1987 as a dream of the for-
mer Prelate, the late Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, and under the
|leadership of the then Very Rev. Fr.Tanielian. The Datev Insti-
tute’ s student roster was originally comprised of deacons, but,
soon after, included other altar and church servers as well.

Early on, Archbishop Ashjian assigned Rev. Nerses
Manoogian, who was newly ordained, aswell as Archpriest Mes-
rob Tashjian, Archpriest Khoren Habeshian, and Rev. Fr. An-
tranig Baljian, to serve as teachers. Der Nerses was assigned the
task of preparing all musical material. Rev. Baljian conducted
Bible studies. Rev. Tashjian taught Armenian language including
krapar (classical Armenian). Rev. Habeshian focused on the dea-
cons' liturgical responsibilities.

For countless years, Datev graduate Deacon Shant Ka-
zanjian, Director of the Prelacy’s Armenian Religious Education
Council, has coordinated the program; as Datev graduate Jeanette
Nazarian, superintendent of the St. Gregory Church Sunday
School, has helped oversee operations. The first Datev programs
were held in New Jersey and Massachusetts. Later, the program
moved to a more permanent site in the Philadelphia area, St. Mary
of Providence Center.
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New St. Gregory/Stream Energy Fundraiser Kicks Off

The Board of Trustees has recently approved a
new and easy fund raising effort involving the supply
of electricity to your home in Pennsylvaniaor Mary-
land.

Most of you know about the deregulation of
electricity generation in Pennsylvaniathat took effect
on January 1% of this year. It means that you can now
shop around for your electric generation supplier. We
have looked around and teamed up with alarge com-
pany called Stream Energy (you can Google them) that
gives very competitive rates compared to PECO and
other suppliers. In most cases, you will save with the
new rate; the only exception we have found is that
some homes using heat pumps may not see a savings
until next year when government sponsored heat pump
discounts are no longer in effect or if we have avery
mild winter, heat pumps are most efficient at higher
temperatures. Even if your cost remains the same, by
switching you will benefit St. Gregory’s Church.

Stream Energy will send St. Gregory’s $4.00
EVERY MONTH for everyone who signs up thru St.
Gregory’s by going to our website,
www.stgregory.streampowerup.biz. If you need any
help or have questions, call Bearge Deirmenjian
Miller, program administrator, at 610-613-5025 and he
will guide you thru. Bearge has pledged to donate any
commissions that he receives as the administrator to
the church.

The $4.00 goes to reducing the monthly elec-
tric bill at our church. Go to the website for all the de-
regulation details, current rates, options, and how you
can sign up with St. Gregory’s as your energy supplier.
It's quick and easy, takes only 5-10 minutes of your
time. We believe you will save some money and at the
same time help St. Gregory to lower energy costs too!

Hereishow it works:

Y ou can now choose the electric generation

supplier you want to use.

Thelocal utility is still responsible for deliver-

ing the electricity thru the transmission lines

(the poles and wires). They are still be respon-

sible for ALL services, downed power lines,

power outages, etc.....you still call them for

ALL services....... nothing changes except the

generation line item on the bill, which will be
your St. Gregory/Stream Energy rate ....you
will still get the same one and only one bill at
the end of the month. Note: If you livein New
Jersey, this program is not yet available.
Hereis how to sign up

Have your current electric bill account number
handy.

Go to: www.stgregory.streampowerup.biz
Click on: Request for service

Select a state: PA or Maryland

Select your customer type: Residentia

Select your local utility:

Select your plan: Choose between severa fixed
or variable plans.

You are signed up! Your will be asked to call
in to verify your information. The change will
be made to your electric bill in the next billing
cycle.

Thank you for supporting
our Church!

The &. Gregory's Gala Committee
IS seeking an
and
a
for the upcom-

ing

Gala Affair.

If interested in either of these
sponsorships please call Der
Nerses at the church office. The
Gala committee thanks you for
your consideration.
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Vibes from Bible Study Fellow Seekers

September 2006 marked a milestone at . Gregory's
Church: Der Nerses started a monthly Bible study. In the course
of five years, the group has completed the study of the Gospel of
Luke, the Parables of Jesus, the Beatitudes, and just last month
started S. Paul’ s epistle to the Galatians.

Meeting the second Wednesday of every month
from10:00 to 11:30A.M., the core group remains the same with
occasionally some new faces present. But as we learned after
reading about the parable of the yeast or the mustard seed, we
want to grow larger as a group; we want our numbers to multi-
ply; we want to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ and see it
reach out to our people —just as a little yeast will yield abundant
dough or as a tiny mustard seed will yield bushes of plants.

Everyoneisinvited to attend the Wednesday Bible study,
which is conducted in English. Just show up!!!

But Der Nerses wants to accommodate as many people
as possible and so he is making himself available for evening
Bible studies for those who cannot attend the morning sessions,
heis also prepared to conduct sessionsin Armenian. Contact
him at dernerses@aol.comto register or for any questions.

And just as a picture is worth 1000 words, the comments
below reflect the impressions of some of the Wednesday group’s
participants.

——-—‘o}é‘,&o)———

The Bible comes alive.....on the second Wednes-
day of each month!! Under the tutelage of Der Nerses, a var-
ied group of men and women have been meeting for over five
yeats for Bible Study to learn, to understand, to question and
mostly to grow in faith. The teaching is done in an elemen-
tary way and yet, those who are more knowledgeable are
never bored. Der Nerses does a wonderful job answering our
many questions and then works hard at keeping us on track
for the lesson we are doing that day. We have learned about
the thinking of those Biblical days and how the very familiar
names of people in the Bible acted and reacted in the happen-
ings of their time. As a result they become REAL people to
us, not just a name in a book, and that inspires us to seek and
grow.

It’s a group that does not take attendance; there are

no meetings; there is no homework; there are no commit-
tees.....just people with an earnest desire to grow and
strengthen their faith in Jesus Christ. We are inspired to live
better and do better, keeping our eye on heaven — our real
home.

A Fellow Seeker

Being a part of the Bible study is the highlight of my
day and for the next few days that follow. I’'m so uplifted; my
reality is re-established; I feel rejuvenated. Der Hayr conducts
a fantastic Bible study by teaching us what life was like in the
Middle East during Jesus’ time, why He told the stories or
spoke the way He did. This is not only mental learning, but
it’s also a spiritual reawakening that brings me so much closer
to God. There’s just so much we don’t know and through the
group discussions and studying the Scripture, I've seen my
faith and trust in God grow.

A Fellow Seeker

ST. GREGORY "HURCH IS
INVITING EVERYONE TO A NEW

BIBLE STUDY ON

Every second Wednesday of the month
10:00 - 11:30 A.M.

Bring your own Bible and join us

‘Man shall not five by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God. " Matthew 4:4

Come and study with us what our
Lord says about [ife and Christian
Living.
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Men’s Club News

As summer drawsto a close, the Saint Gregory
Ladies’ Guild isgearing up for its Annual Food Festi-
val. Preparations are already underway. Thisyear's
Food Festival will be held on Friday, November 4
from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm and on Saturday, November
5 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Once again, we plan to
provide vendors for your shopping pleasure and enter-
tainment for the youngsters and young-at-heart mem-
bers of our parish.

The church kitchen will soon be filled with the
enticing aromas of kufte, manti and sou boreg being
made. If you areinterested in helping out or learning
how to make these delicious, traditional Armenian
recipes, please contact one of our Food Festival co-
chairs Haigoush Karakelian or Mari Degirmenci for
information about the cooking schedule.

Asaways, the Saint Gregory’s Ladies' Guild
Food Festival provesto be a huge success thanks
largely to the support of our church members. You
will soon be receiving a packet of information about
this year’s Food Festival which includes an Order
Form for take-home food items such as sou boreg,
manti and kufte among other delicacies, raffle tickets
and a sponsorship form. We look forward to your
continued support!

We would like to take this opportunity to in-
troduce our new executive which was elected on Palm
Sunday:

Chairlady — Karine Shamlian

Vice Chairlady — Tania Selverian
Corresponding Secretary — Nancy Carlin
Treasurer — Roubina Y eremian
Recording Secretary — Hourig Stepanian
Advisor — Ashkhen Setrakian

Advisor — Shnorig Karakelian

Finally, the Guild always welcomes new mem-
bers. The Ladies Guild regularly meets on the first
Monday of the month at 7:30 pm in Terhanian Hall.

If you areinterested in joining the Guild, please con-
tact Karine Shamlian at 610-688-0676.

Men's Club Q2 300 Club winners

Q2

$ 1,000 186 Ani Proodian White

$ 800 42 Joe Kazanjian

$ 600 224 Bearj Jehanian Jr.
$ 400 229 Zarmine Soltanian
$ 200 177 Kaloust Karakelian

e = S E S e ————————

ST. GREGORY’'SMEN’'S CLUB

ANNUAL STEAK DINNER DANCE

You will need your dancing shoes!!!

FOR THE FIRST TIME ON
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND

SATURDAY, NOV. 26, 2011

HOLD THE DATE




September - October, 2011

L ast Chancel!

Fund Raising Committee Report

We are happy to report that thanks to your generosity the Building Expansion Project isin its final
phase. The Memorial Wall Committee has approved the final design for Memorial Wall which will be at the
entrance of Founders Hall. Soon we will be constructing the wall and mounting all of the recognition plagues.
We are planning an unveiling ceremony in the near future.

Thisisyour last chance to make a donation, or increase your donation, for a plaque prior to the unveil-
ing. The plague can be a permanent remembrance for aloved one, your family or yourself. There are alimited
number of spaces available, so please respond within ten (10) days to the church office.

Our addition provides us awonderful facility to study our religion, culture, history and provide a place
for social events. However, we have an outstanding loan of $200,000 and would like to pay it off as quickly as
possible.

If you would like to make a pledge or increase your pledge to become a permanent part of St Gregory’s
history, pleasefill out the form below and submit it to the church office.

The Fund Raising Committee felt it would be most appropriate to mount al of the recognition plagues
at the same time. We regret the delay.

We thank you for your generous support. Upon completion of the project the Fund Raising Committee
will publish adetailed list of all pledges and donations.

We look forward to having everyone join us for the unveiling.

Stephen R. Selverian, Chairperson

Saint Gregory The Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church & General Donor Opportunities
Growing Our Church, Strengthening Our Faith *
Usbqliklp vhp GhEnbghti yopwgliblp 6p hunnpp Gold  §10,000 to § 24,999

* Silver $ 5,000 to § 9,999

O Enclosed is my donation $— FOUNDERS HALL
O I would like to pledge §

O I would like to increase my pledee to $ Twonldiike to bea: * Permanent recognition will

be given to these donors

Please accept my donation/pledge

[1in honor of O Benefactor $100,000 and up

[1in memory of

For credit card payment contact church office
Name O ¥ommder $25,000 to §49,999

Make your tax deduc tible donation payable to:

St. Gregotry Church, 701 Ridge Avete
Philadelphia, P4 19123

Address, (P) 215 482 9200 (F) 215 482 7460

(E) stgregphil_@ gol.com _

C lty State 7 lp (W) wrarwr saintgregoty-philly org
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"Church Life for Our Youth in the 1930s and 40s"

By Paul Sookiasian

As ayoung member of this church, | am quite fa-
miliar with our involvement in the life of this church. |
found it interesting though to consider what life was like
for our youth of the past, specifically those who grew up in
the 1930s and 1940s. This articleis a recounting of the ac-
tivities and aspects of youth culture at St. Gregory’ s during
that time and will serve as away to compare their similari-
ties and differencesto the life of youth today.

Asiswell-known, during this period the church
was located at 16th & Oxford Streets in Philadelphia,
which even then was a mainly African-American neighbor-
hood. This meant along commute to church was the case
for many parishionersasit istoday. Although instead
of driving, most tripsto church for children of that time
involved traveling by El or trolley, specifically the number
2 for the many who lived in West Philadelphia. Just like
today, the AY F was amagjor activity for the church’s youth;
however unlike today, they did not have the benefit of a
Sunday School aswe know it. While our Sunday School
was founded in 1923, its operation was interrupted in 1932
and did not resume in earnest for along time to come. The
late thirties and early forties saw very little Sunday School
activity, in part due to the church's closure during the turbu-
lent times of 1933-35, after which it did not resume. The on
-going Depression and then World War |1 meant it contin-
ued to be dormant until the Ladies' Guild intervened in
1948. Mrs. Margaret Sookasian Stepanian was appointed
Superintendent and the slow rebuilding of the school be-
gan. Therewas also a St. Gregory’s Armenian school
which included students from St. Mark’ s as well; teachers
included Mrs. Arshalois Djergaian.

The AYF held socials every Friday night, which
involved dancing to the popular big band music of the
time. Meetings were held once a month and chairmen dur-
ing this period included Mike V asbikian and George Dom-
balagian. Virginia Tourigian was one of the most popular
members of the chapter and played an important social role
along with recruiting new members. Other AY F members
of this period included Secretary Rose Basmgjian, future
church leaders Harry Dombal agian and Naz Emlikian, Dick
Dermenjian, Mary Ayjian, and Franny & Charlotte
Nouskajian. Many of them were active in organizing the
1949 Olympicsin Philadel phia.

One of the more unique aspects of the youth ac-
tivities at that time was staging plays. Directed by Antranig
“Uncle Andy” Dombalagian, the church youth acted in Ar-
menian plays and musicals for the congregation. Examples
include Hovhannes Tumanyan’ s tragic love story musical

“Anush,” with Betty Sadjian and Richard Nercessian in the
leading roles, and the play “Bebecus,” starring Sebouh Der
Abrahamian and Rose Basmajian. After histime on the St.
Gregory stage, Sebouh moved to Hollywood where he be-
came known as the actor Va Avery. Hisbrother Pete Der
Abrahamian was afellow actor in these plays known for
his talented impressions.

During thistime, singing in the choir was seen asa
job for young women and so many of that generation’s
youth filled itsranks. Choir members included Maritza
Shamlian, Alma Meshegjian, Madeline Basmajian, Margie
Shelengian, and Grace Maloomian. Some of these same
girls were a'so members of the church’s Armenian dance
group, instructed by New Y orker Mary Y eretzian. The
group performed both for the church and for American au-
diences, such asin the University of Pennsylvanid sinter-
national folk dance performance. The girls of that time
were much more involved than the boys, as even some of
our future leaders preferred going down to the Atlantic City
beach every Sunday instead! World War Il then of course
intervened at which time the girls had to take over running
the AYF and al church youth functions. After the boys
returned from the war they became much more involved.

Our church has arich history of activities for and
by the youth which continues today. Hopefully it can be an
inspiration to our youth to read about what their grandpar-
ents did at their age and how they grew to become such
important figuresin our church.

This article is not meant to be a comprehensive

listing of all who were involved with these activities,
and many people may not have been mentioned. |
would be glad to expand on it with names, events, and
stories remembered by parishioners. You can send
them to me at vartan84@gmail.com

Paul is our historian who is trying passionately to
shed light on many socia and cultural issues of Philadel-
phia. He found the unmarked grave of an Armenian sol-
dier who fought and died while serving in the confeder-
ate army during the American civil war.

We admire his passion and ask you to share with
him pictures, articles and any story pertaining to yester-
year.

Editor
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Sarkis Hagop Pahlawanian

Sarkis Hagop Pahlawanian
was the second child born to Var-
touhi Aghajanian and Hagop Nishan
Pahlawanian. Sarkiswasbornin
Beirut, Lebanon on December 25,
1935. He grew up in Lebanon with his parents and
five siblings, Nishan, Anahid, Astghig, Libarid and
Setrak.

In 1959 he moved to Chicago, Illinois and at-
tended the lllinois Institute of Technology. The fol-
lowing year he moved to Philadelphia and completed
his education at the prestigious Drexel University. In
1964 he was conferred a Bachelors of Sciencein Me-
chanical Engineering. His zeal for learning earned
him a second Bachelors of Science, onein Civil Engi-
neering the following year. While at Drexel Univer-
sity, Sarkis excelled at varsity soccer, a sport for
which he was both talented and greatly passionate.

He began his professional career in 1965
working as an HVAC Engineer and Designer at Cata-
lytic Inc. 1n 1970 he attained his Professional Engi-
neering License. He subsequently worked for several
engineering companies including Ballanger Company
before returning again to Catalytic Inc. in 1978. Since
then he continued to work in engineering for both Du-
Pont and Raytheon. In each company, Sarkis was val-
ued as an integral member of the team and contributed
significantly to each project.

Even though Sarkis was a diligent and hard
worker, he always made time for hisfamily. Sarkis
married MariaPilar Gutierrez at St. Gregory the Illu-
minator Church in Philadelphia on July 30, 1966.
Sarkis and Mariawere blessed with their first daugh-
ter, Rose Marie, on April 18, 1969. Their son, Joseph
Sarkis was born on September 27, 1972, but sadly
passed away on November 8, 1972. They welcomed
their second daughter, Anahid Maria, to their family
on December 23, 1974. His daughter Rose honored
him with three precious grandsons, Grady, Connor,

and Mason. Sarkisloved hiswife, children, and
grandchildren very much. He was akind, thoughtful,
and most importantly a gentle husband, full of under-
standing and compassion. He was a dedicated father
who loved, cared for, and protected his children.
Sarkis's pride in his grandchildren was immeasurable
and they gave him endless joy. He succeeded in pro-
viding for his family and was the best husband, father,
and grandfather that anyone could ever have asked
for.

Throughout his life, Sarkis maintained an ac-
tive social life and thoroughly enjoined spending time
with hisfriends. He loved to garden, engage in tennis,
and play the accordion. He was truly skilled at back-
gammon and participated in numerous tournaments,
always coming home with anew trophy. While work-
ing for Catalytic Inc., he captained a bowling team,
the Buicks, in the W. Graham Jamison Bowling
League. In recent years he frequently visited hislocal
YMCA inLionville, PA and there he forged many
new friendships. He spent countless hours selflessly
volunteering histime at the YMCA and was awarded
the President’ s Volunteer Service Award in February
of 2011.

Sarkis celebrated every moment of hislife and
kept a positive attitude no matter what adversities life
threw at him. Even after being diagnosed with lym-
phomain 2010, he never gave up hope and fought
bravely. Sarkiswas an altruistic man who went out of
his way to help anyone in need and would gladly have
given you the shirt off his back. Whoever was lucky
enough to meet him found a cherished friend for life.
Everyone who knew him immediately recognized his
qualities and knew he was a good and generous man.
Sarkiswas arare individual, and will be greatly
missed by hiswife, histwo daughters, his grandchil-
dren, brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews, and by
all hisfriends whose lives he enriched.

Funeral services were held on Friday June 10,
2011 at St. Gregory’s Church in Philadel phia, PA.
The interment was at Arlington Cemetery in Drexel
Hill, PA. In lieu of flower donations in his memory
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Ramela Najarian

Ramela Ngjarian, maiden
name Ramela Djirikian, wasborn in
Turkey in 1915. She and her wid-
owed mother Vergin and older
brother Hagop Djirikian escaped the
Turkish massacres by relocating to
; Romania after Ramela' s father was

S murdered by the Turks.
Ramelawas a bright stu-
dent and an mdependent young lady, one of the few women who
graduated from the University in Bucharest, Romaniain the late
1930’ swith a Business Degree. Following her graduation, she
established her own private businessin dry goods and amply
supported her mother and herself, until the communists take over
Romaniain 1944, at which time all private businesses were
closed and deemed illegal. Subsequently Ramela worked for the
State as an accountant and business analyst.

Ramelawas married in the mid 1940s, had a son who
died at the age of two. She was soon widowed after her husband
also passed away from an incurableillness. After Ramela's
mother Vergin passed in the early 1960s, Ramela decided to join
her brother Hagop and his family in Philadelphiaand in 1964 she
emigrated to Lebanon. Ramela rejoined her brother Hagop and
his family in Philadelphiain 1965 and subsequently married Sam
Nagjarian from Brockton, Massachusetts. She and Sam lived in
Philadelphia.

Ramela worked as a business analyst in Philadelphiafor
the Kessler Corp. Ramela and Sam lived as aretired couple until
Sam'’ s passing. She was agood wife and ultimately Sam'’s care-
giver who suffered and died from Alzheimers.

Ramelalived independently until mid-2006 at which
time she became aresident of Paul’ s Run, aretirement commu-
nity. While at Paul’s Run, Ramela was assisted in some matters
by her friends and by ARS “Artemis’ chapter members. Her
friends' and ARS members’ efforts and deeds are greatly appre-
ciated.

Ramela was a member of St. Gregory ‘s Ladies Guild
and Philadelphia Armenian Relief Society (ARS) “Artemis’
chapter for over 25 years. She was honored by the Ladies Guild
and ARS “Artemis’ chapter for her 25 years of service. She was
a dedicated and conscientious person who believed in the
church’s mission and ARS's charitable and public service work.
She aways donated whenever they needed support.

Ramela Ngjarian will be remembered as an independent,
strong willed, smart and determined woman who was “ ahead of
her time.”

Sheis survived by her sister-in-law Hermine Djirikian
her nephew Ara Djirikian and wife Brentalynn from Knoxville
Tn. and sons David and Daren Djirikian who live in Chicago, 1.
and Memphis, Tn. respectively.

Annig Karakashian

Annig was born on
January 15, 1915 in Turkey
.| during the genocide.

4 Soon after, her father
| and brother were killed, she
was placed in an orphanage
while her family escaped to
France. Because she was only an infant, the orphanage
was her only hope for survival.

At the age of seven, she was adopted by Ar-
shaluis and Neshan Kehaian from an orphanage in Ro-
mania where she had ended up during the war.

She married Dertad Karakashian at the age of
19 and had her only child, Renee, at the age of 22 in
1937.

In 1958, she was reunited with her birth family
when her brother came searching for her in Romania.
He came looking for the girl with red curly hair and
found her. Her mother, sister, nieces and nephews had
been living in France while her brother and his family
had been living in Armenia.

In 1963, she became a grandmother when her
daughter Renee gave birth to her only grandchild Ed-
ward.

Soon after in 1965, Annig and her family emi-
grated to Americato start over and make a better life
for themselves. She worked at Delaware County Me-
morial hospital in Drexel Hill until 1978 when she re-
tired to enjoy life with her husband. Unfortunately,
within afew years, her husband Dertad developed
cancer and died in 1982.

Asin the past, determined, Annig with her un-
mistakable smile and grace, made the best of life and
lived it to the fullest.

In 2001, at the age of 86, Annig became a
great grandmother with the birth of Mark. She was
never happier as she spent her last ten years watching
him grow into a young boy.
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Arianna Pax Gharadaghian- Zabelle Tamar Alahydoian, daughter | | Quinn Kathryn Der

Riccio, daughter of Stephen Riccio | of Dork and Lena Alahydoian was Ohannessian, daughter of Vram
and Meghan Gharadaghian-Riccio | | baptized on July 10, 2011. Godfather | |and Stephanie Der Ohannessian
was baptized on June 25, 2011. Armen Sedrakian. was baptized on July 10, 2011.
Godfather Aghassi Gharadaghian. Godfather Brice Shirbach.

Samvel Pavel Y anbekov, son of Pavel Yanbekov and Ayarpi Nazaretyan was baptized on July 17, 2011. Godfather Varik Saroyan.

Alyssa Beth Y anbekov, daughter of Pavel Y anbekov and Ayarpi Nazaretyan was baptized on July 17, 2011. Godfather Varik Saroyan.

c e® S WBIRTHS =Ste®

#@% Quinn Kathryn Der Ohannessian, daughter of Vram and Stephanie and sister of
Lane, was born on May 12, 2011. 7 Ibs 13 ounces and 21 inches.

i Noami Anoush Panossian, daughter of Khajag and Carol was born on May 24,
2011.

Lilit Ayanian, daughter of Garo and Stephanie was born on May 31, 2011. 8 |bs
12 0z and 21 %2 inches.

Peter Garo Vosbikian, son of Peter S. and Linda, was born on June 21, 2011, 7
Ibs 8 0z. Grandparents — Garo & Bertha Sekdorian and Sam and Diana V osbikian

¥ % Carl Karig Deirmengian 6 Ibs.110z. and Robert Kirkwood Deirmengian, 5
m”mgl Ibs.110z. sons of Carl and Ann Deirmengian were born on July 21, 2011.
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. . . Mr. & Mrs. Michael Injaian and Mr. & Mrs.
Mikael V. Garabedian and Maria David Hoover are proud to announce the en-
L apchenko were engaged on June 12, gagement of their children, LisaInjaian and
2011. Jarrod Hoover. The wedding is planned for

April, 2012.

o\ | Weddings

Haig Aghgjanian and Sarah Walsh were Travis Sladicka and Niherie Miller were
married on July 30, 2011. Bestman Shant married in St. Thomas of Villanova

Aghajanian. Church on August 13, 2011.
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ILOF Donations for

Sarkis Pahlawanian

Anahid Harutiunian

Arthur and Silva Khatchadrian

Abraham and Salpy Harutiunian

Harout and Ani Aghajanian

Arlington Cemetery

Mr. & Mrs. Asbet Balanian

Daniel J. Campbell, Jr.

Patricia and Charles Hardt

Mr. & Mrs. Jirair Hovagimian

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Jehanian

Mr. & Mrs. Haroutune Kazandjian

Mr. & Mrs. Berge Khatchadrian

Anahid Ohanian

Dr. & Mrs. Khatchadour Palandjian

Mr. & Mrs. Armen Selverian

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Selverian

Hasmik Selverian

George and Ani Semerjian

George and Doris Shamlian

Mr. & Mrs. Armen Zartarian
Total $865

Doris Thomas
Total $795

Additional | LOF Donations For

Albert Bagian
Hrayr and Margaret Boyagjian

Grand total $5,710

Grace Keshgegian

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Dibari

Hrayr and Margaret Boyagjian
Grand total $22,930

Roose Giragosian
Armen and Rose Zartarian
Grand Total $2,540

Dr. Vakaken Tachdjian

George and Ana Endrigian and family
Mr. & Mrs. Berge Khatchadrian
Armine Papazian

Dr. & Mrs. Albert Sarkessian

Mr. & Mrs. George Shamlian

Ms. Maritza Shamlian

Total $165

Misc. Donations
Mrs. Anahid Karagelian, in honor of
two grandchildren’s graduations Mark
James Karagelian and Sonya Elizabeth
Karagelian $100
Raobert Mukalian, for new refrigerator
$1,500
Daniel Takoushian $25
A. Kechichian $25
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Injaian in honor of
Lisalnjaian’s engagement $50
St. Gregory Ladies' Guild $10,000
TD Bank Affinity Program $4,721.25
Asdghig Kazanjian $150

Ramela Najarian
Alice Bohdjelian

Marcelle Chamavonian

Ohanes and Caroline Chamavonian
Anahed Chanakjian

Marie Kakoyan

Vartouhi Koumrigian

Kayaneh Shirozian

Sarkis and Baizar Shmavonian

Total $230

Annig Karakashian

Renee, Edward and Karen Sarkissian
Arlington Cemetery

Albertina Dantonio

Mr. & Mrs. Nubar Igidbashian
Shant and Mary Kehyayan

Susan h. McDonnell

Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Nevshehirlian
Mr. & Mrs. Kevork Simonian

Mr. & Mrs. Varoujan Simonian

I lluminator Donations

Anonymous $50
Mr. & Mrs. Kurken Arpajian ~ $50
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bazil $25
Agnes Bedrosian $50
Hagop and Alice Hovsepian ~ $50
Bearge Jehanian $10
Marie Kakoyan $30
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Kazanjian ~ $30
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stepanian  $100
Araxy Tatarian $100

Grape Blessing Picnic Sponsor
Mr. & Mrs. Mikael and Marie
Degirmenci

$1,000

Grape Sponsor
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Lena
(Ohannessian) Streeter and Family

Grape Donation

Mr. Philip A. Vishabazoon

Mr. & Mrs. Khatchig Asdourian

Mr. John Bahian

Dr. AraChalian

Marge Chavooshian

Mr. Dick Dabagian, Jr.

Mrs. Virginia Deirmengian Miller

Philip and Rose Der Pilbosian

Araand Zumrut Eloian

Helen Guveyian

Mrs. Claire Hovsepian

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hovsepian

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hox

Bearg Jehanian

Karen Jehanian

Kim Jehanian

Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Susan

Jolley

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kachadourian

AraA. Kahvedjian

Mrs. Marie Kakoyan

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kalafian

Mr. & Mrs. Kaloust Karakelian
Asdghig Kazanjian

Mrs. Georgette Kazanjian

Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Kazanjian

Margaret Keshgegian

Mr. & Mrs. Varuzhan Kuredjian

Mr. & Mrs. Zakar Manauelian

Archpriest Nerses and Y eretzgin

Nectar Manoogian

Rose Manteghian

Ms. Mary Mukalian

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nigon

Mrs. Jeanette Oundjian

Gary Papazian

Glenn and Ann Papazian

Mark and Silva Santerian

Garabed and Monique Sarkessian

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Sarkissian

Hasmik Selverian

Maritza Shamlian

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Shelengian

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shelengian

Kayaneh Shirozian,

Sarkis and Baizar Shmavonian

Ms. Viola Sookasian

Mr. Zohrab Stamboulian

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stepanian

Mr. George Tahtabrounian

Mariam Y eremian

Mrs. Esther Zorzopian
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Easter Youghakin
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Der Garabedian
$25

Building Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Ajdaharian $300

Estate of K. Yervant Terzian
$19,175.62

Totel Pledged $ 1.750,755.06 AND YOU, AND YOU
Total Paid $ 1,703,055.06 'N THE SAN CTUARY!

You have been very generous with your dona-
tions all these years, it istime that you bring
your warm bodies to the sanctuary.
Remember, fund raising and spiritual life go
hand in hand. Thank you for giving, but God
wants your living faith more than your mone-
tary generosity.

Step forward! Bring your family to church
and start growing in your faith!

Der Nerses

Letters From Parishioners

I would like to thank the Pastor and the Board of Trustees of
\/ St Gregory’s church, the Ladies Guild, ARS Ani chapter and many
caring friends and parishioners for their flower arrangements, get
well cards, phone calls and visits during my recovery.

Your prayers and Rindness is much appreciated.

Affectionately,
Asdghig Kazanjian
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ILLUMINATOR PATRONS

ARS Ani chapter

Kurt, Lisa, Stephen and Jack Ajdaharian
Queenie Bagian

John Bahian

Philip and Rose Der Pilbosian
Helen Dervishian

Rosalie Z. Donoian

Set and Roxie Ejdaharian

Roupen and Marge Gureghian
Claire Hovsepian

Harry V. and Mary T. Injaian

Teni Rose Jehanian

Alice and George Kamajian

George and Kim Kazanjian & family
Grace Keshgegian

Der Nerses and Yeretzgin Manoogian
Bill and Rose Mukalian

George Mukalian

Mary Mukalian

Richard and Gay Mukalian

Vicky, Jeanette & Anita Nazarian
Armine Papazian

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Chookagian - ARS Artemis Chapter -

Gary Papazian

Kevork, Anoush and Gregory Proodian
John and Agnes Santerian

Dr. Albert and Mrs. Nerme Sarkessian
Gregory and Debra Selverian & family
Stephen and Sandra Selverian

Arthur and Tania Selverian & family
Jeffrey and Tracy Selverian & family
Kurk D. and Rita Selverian

Lucinda Selverian

Mark and Laura Selverian & family
Richard and Melissa Selverian & family
Marty and Rose Shelengian

Rich and Connie Shelengian

George and Doris Shamlian

Maritza Shamlian

Daniel and Norma Takoushian

Martin Tourigian

Philip A. Vishabazoon

Frank and Diana Wood & family

Paul and Karen Zakarian

COMPLIMENTS OF

“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back isfit for
the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)

What does Jesus want from his followers? Total dedi-
cation, not halfhearted commitment. His followers must ac-
cept the cross along with the crown, judgment as well as
mercy. They must count the cost and be willing to abandon
everything else that has given them security. Nothing should
distract them from service for the kingdom.

In our spiritual journey we are directed to stay focused
and go forward gazing always at the cross of our Lord.
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€3 INMEMORY OF

T Albert Bagian

T Gosdan and Rose Bozajian

T Jean Dervishian

T Napoleon and Margaret Donabedian
T Vickie Elanjian

T Varsie and Charles Esayian

T Nancy Hovsepian

tJoseph Jehanian

1t Dick and Grace Keshgegian

t Simon and Mary Mangigian

T Shakay and Noubar Markaridian
tJohn Mkalian

t George and Victoria Mooradian

T Dikran and Victoria Mukalian

T Varsenia Shake and Marcina Mukalian
T Edward Papazian

T Jack Papazian

T Souren and Elizabeth Sadjian

T Hampartsoom and Anna Tavakalian
T Levon Tavakalian

T Helen and Yervant Terzian

T John Terzian

T John Tokmajian

T Edward Zartarian

In memory of Dorothy Mukalian
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